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Injured or sick due to your work? 

We can help.

We are leaders in the prevention and 

treatment of workplace injuries and 

illnesses in the Mid-Hudson Valley.

Services:

•  Diagnosis and treatment of work-related medical conditions

•  Lead, silica, and asbestos screenings

•  Assistance with workers’ compensation

•  Ergonomics and industrial hygiene 

•  WTC Health Program services for 9/11 workers and volunteers

@workerhealth

@SinaiOccMed

Yonkers

1020 Warburton Avenue, Suite 1

Yonkers, NY 10701

914.964.4737

888.702.0630

www.mountsinai.org/selikoff

Connect with us
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Frances Marion Platt

N
orthbound out of 

New Paltz on Route 
32, if you can tear 
your gaze away from 

the shining Shawangunk cliffs, 
you might notice, just before 
reaching the Esopus town line, 
a little lane on the left named 
Old Tschirky Road. There’s also 
a sign at the intersection point-
ing the way to the Culinarians’ 
Home. Yes, this actually was for 
many years a retirement home 
for chefs, acquired in 1942 by 
a hospitality trade association 
called the Société Culinaire 
Philanthropique. It’s still an 
assisted living facility, but you 
no longer need to have made a 
career in the restaurant indus-
try in order to move in there.

 The home and hundreds of 
surrounding acres previously 
belonged to a colorful character 
better-known for his connection 
to Gilded Age Manhattan than to 
rural Ulster County. Oscar Tsch-
irky (1866-1950) was a Swiss im-
migrant who moved to New York 
with his mother in 1883, at the 
age of 16. His older brother had 
arrived earlier and established 
himself as a hotel cook. Young 
Oscar quickly found work as a busboy at 
the Hoffman House, and the restaurant’s 
owner, oil baron Ned Stokes, soon set 
him to work cleaning up after gambling 
parties on his yacht, for extravagant tips. 
The young man’s attentive and helpful 
attitude, along with his fluency in French 
and German, propelled him a few years 
later to a position running the private 
dining rooms at Delmonico’s, at that time 
the best restaurant in New York City. He 

got to know all the wealthiest people in 
town and their aristocratic foreign guests.

 Within a decade of Tschirky’s arrival, 
the tycoon William Waldorf Astor had 
razed his Fifth Avenue home and built a 
450-room hotel on the spot, set to become 
the epicenter of the turn-of-the-century 
upper-class social scene: the legendary 
Waldorf-Astoria. Oscar Tschirky played 
his connections well, and was hired by 
hotelier George C. Boldt to help set up 

and run its restaurant. The famous 
hotel opened its doors on March 
13, 1893, achieving nearly instant 
success, and the young maître d’ 
was soon nearly as much of a ce-
lebrity as his clients, known simply 
as Oscar of the Waldorf.

 Tschirky worked at the hotel 
for half a century, migrating with 
it circa 1930 when the Waldorf-
Astoria was relocated further up-
town to make room for the Empire 
State Building on its original site. 
Millionaires such as J. Pierpont 
Morgan would insist that Oscar 
attend to their needs personally 
whenever they visited. Oscar waited 
on every US president from Grover 
Cleveland to FDR and was awarded 
medals by three foreign govern-
ments. He organized posh charity 
balls for thousands of attendees, 
planned nine-course dinner menus, 
ensured that every VIP guest im-
mediately had whatever hard-to-
find amenities they fancied, subtly 
filed the rough edges off nouveau 
riche Americans who hadn’t yet 
mastered elegant European man-
ners and cuisine. He was also the 
restaurant’s social gatekeeper, and is 
credited with inventing the system 
of velvet ropes still used today for 
crowd control at elegant venues.

 At no time was Oscar Tschirky 
employed as a chef, but his most lasting 
claim to fame is a simple recipe that he 
co-created with the hotel’s first executive 
chef, Edouard Beauchamp. They devised 
the dish for the hotel’s debut event on 
March 14, 1893, a charity ball in honor 
of St. Mary’s Hospital for Children. And 
it went on to become the establishment’s 
signature menu item: the Waldorf salad.

 This perennial picnic staple, as de-
scribed in Tschirky’s 1896 publication 

Oscar of 
the Waldorf

New Paltz farmer, Manhattan maître d’ to millionaires

Oscar Tschirky (1866-1950) was a Swiss 
immigrant who moved to New York with his 
mother in 1883, at the age of 16. His attentive and 
helpful attitude, along with his fl uency in French 
and German, soon propelled him to positions at 
Delmonico’s and the Waldorf-Astoria. When the 
hotel opened its doors in 1893, the young maître 
d’ was soon nearly as much of a celebrity as his 
clients, known simply as Oscar of the Waldorf.
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The Cook Book, by ‘Oscar’ of the Waldorf, 
originally consisted only of julienned 
apples, chopped celery, mayonnaise, salt 
and pepper, served over a bed of lettuce. 
Soon chopped walnuts became a popular 
addition, and contemporary spins on the 

Waldorf salad often incorporate such frills 
as halved grapes, raisins, bleu cheese, 
mandarin orange sections or even tiny 
marshmallows. Although an emulsi-
fied mixture of Dijon mustard, olive oil, 
champagne vinegar, egg yolk and white 
truffle oil has supplanted the pedestrian 
mayonnaise, Waldorf salad is still served 
at the Waldorf Astoria today (or will be 
again, once ongoing renovations are com-
pleted in 2020), along with three other 
dishes traditionally associated with Oscar: 
Thousand Island dressing, veal Oscar and 
eggs Benedict.
 Oscar Tschirky, who had grown up on 
a farm in the La Chaux-de-Fonds district 
of Switzerland, in the Jura Mountains, 
had already done well enough working 
for the Hoffman House and Delmonico’s 
to purchase, in 1889, a large tract of 
rolling farmland bordering the Wallkill 
River, with a fine view of the Gunks. He 
was a rich man by 1910, with a house 
on Lexington Avenue in addition to his 
thousand-acre spread in New Paltz. He 
farmed the land actively, commuting 
to Manhattan by rail or Hudson River 
steamer, and enjoyed throwing fancy 
picnics for friends that featured produce 
grown on his own property. Yes, Oscar 
of the Waldorf was doing farm-to-table 

cuisine long before it got trendy.
 After 50 years as maître d’hôtel to the 
rich and famous, Tschirky retired in 1943, 
having arranged for his upstate estate to 
be transferred to the Culinarians’ Home 
Foundation the previous year. He died in 
1950, leaving a collection of more than 
10,000 restaurant menus that he had 
amassed over his lifetime to be archived 
at Cornell University. So next time you 
find yourself making a salad incorporating 
some tasty Hudson Valley apples, make 
sure to toast the memory of a life well-
lived.

Culinarians’ Home, 71 Old Tschirky Road, 
New Paltz; (845) 255-7010.

He was a rich man by 1910, with a house on Lexington 
Avenue in addition to his thousand-acre spread 
in New Paltz. He farmed the land and enjoyed throwing 
fancy picnics for friends that featured produce grown 
on his own property. Yes, Oscar of the Waldorf was 
doing farm-to-table cuisine long before it got trendy.
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At no time was Oscar Tschirky 
employed as a chef, but his most 
lasting claim to fame is a simple 
recipe that he co-created with the 
Waldorf-Astoria’s fi rst executive 
chef, Edouard Beauchamp. They 
devised the dish for the hotel’s 
debut event on March 14, 1893, a 
charity ball in honor of St. Mary’s 
Hospital for Children. And it went 
on to become the establishment’s 
signature menu item: the Waldorf 
salad.

   FAMILY OWNED FOR 30+ YEARS

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz • 845-255-8865 • www.abviofnewpaltz.com

100+ TV channels, free wireless internet,  
fitness area and guest laundry. 

Free Continental Breakfast. 

Handicap accessible rooms available.

1/4 mile to NYS Thruway.

All local police, firefighters, and EMTs  
15% off with valid ID.

GROUP DISCOUNT RATES

Upcoming Events

#escapegoat
LET US BE YOUR

greatcatskillsevents.com

To experience you Greatest-Of-All-Time 
event please visit greatcatskillsevents.com

#escapegoat  |  1-800-355-2287

July
Athens Street Festival

Catskills Irish Arts Week,  
East Durham

Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, 
Oak Hill

Mountain Brauhaus Festival, 
Round Top

August
12th Annual “Tour of the 
Catskills” Pro-Am Bicycle 
Road Race

Rats Nest Run-In

Vietnam Traveling Memorial 
Wall, Historic Catskill Point

13

14-20 

18-21 

20-21 
27-28

3 
 

16-18

22-25

After Tschirky retired, his New 
Paltz estate became a home for 
retired chefs. Today, you don’t 
have to be a chef to live there.
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Corn Salad with Summer Fruits and Vegetables
CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA

Ann Hutton

I
n a teaching kitchen at the Culi-
nary Institute of America, a group 
of students is cleaning up after the 
morning session. Chef Joseph De-

Paola’s voice rises above the clang of 
pots and pans as he reminds them to re-
frigerate any leftover foods they’ve been 
working on, before heading out to lunch. 
This food-safety rule underscores eve-
rything they learn in the intense three-
week practicum taught by DePaola.
 It’s no surprise, then, that food safety 
is a primary issue when I ask him about 
preparing for a picnic. “Cooked foods 
have to be cooled properly,” he says. “I like 
small containers to keep foods separate. 
Temperatures are very important. Cook 
it and then cool it as quickly as possible. 
This is true in your home, but especially 
when you’re planning a picnic. When I’m 
backpacking, I’ll make dishes in advance 
and freeze them. I put them in my cooler, 
and by the time I’m ready to eat…” Voilà! 

Alfresco dining
Picnic tips and recipes from the CIA

The dish is thawed, and still bacteria-free.
 The next advice he proffers has to do with 
which food items hold best. “For example, 
with salads – we have greens, herbs and 
dressings. But if I dress it early, what 
happens? It wilts; it starts to decompose. 
It’s not at its best. Acids and salts [from the 
salad dressing] pull water from lettuces, 
and textures change; they get mooshy. 
To maintain freshness, I’d say dress á la 
minute: to the minute. So, a little baggie 
of vinaigrette; add it to your container of 
salad at the last minute.”
 Chef DePaola is an assistant professor 
who has been teaching at the CIA for 12 
years, guiding students through a number 
of classes: á la carte, Mediterranean, 
breakfast, fundamentals, banquets. 
“This job is 100 percent contact,” he says, 
referring to the constant flow of back-and-
forth communication in the kitchen. “We 
want to make an impact on [students] so 
that when nobody’s looking, they’ll do the 
right thing. And they’ll understand what 
they’re doing: Every decision you make in 

the kitchen should be logical and make 
sense, whether it’s food safety, efficiency 
in time or in getting the most out of the 
food products.”
 Translating this into picnic prep, DePaola 
talks efficiency. “What do I suggest for a 

picnic? Typically, leftovers – when I say 
that, I mean pre-prepared, precooked – 
have traditionally been the best. So, in 
that case, a pre-roasted chicken, baked 
or grilled fish. You can grill an extra steak 

“Think foods high in 
vinegar, high in acids. 
High acid reduces 
bacterial growth. 
So, use vinaigrettes 
instead of dressings.”
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– or a head of cauliflower, if you want to 
go vegetarian. Pre-prepared makes the job 
easier. Because, what do we want to spend 
our time doing? Being out with each other, 
enjoying ourselves, playing in the grass, 
smelling the flowers, talking about the 
clouds.”
 Anything handheld is apropos for casual 
outdoor munching. Remember crunching 
into slices of watermelon when you were 
a kid, letting the sweet juice run down to 
your cheeks and elbows and into the grass? 
“Slice and dice things smaller so they’re 
easier to eat,” says DePaola. “Why even 
bring utensils? Take lettuces or endive or 
wraps to put your food in. Bring a hand 
sanitizer, which can be vinegar and water 
or lemon juice. Take a lemon and rub it on 
your hands. That’s healthier than sanitation 
wipes. I don’t want to put those in the earth 
or in the mouth!”
 The CIA’s overriding focus on grain-
forward, plant-based menus permeates all 
of DePaola’s suggestions. “This is where we 
as a species must move in order to sustain 
ourselves. It’s a larger trend in food in 
general. For picnics, I’d say grains. Start 
simple; use canned beans or legumes. When 
you’re making rice or quinoa, bulgur or faro, 
make more so you have the leftover portion 
to do something with. Think foods high in 

vinegar, high in acids. High acid reduces 
bacterial growth. So, use vinaigrettes instead 
of dressings.
 “Also, think lower in fats. At room 
temperature, fats coat the palate and mask 
flavors. Grilling and roasting are great 
trends, and they’re also healthier. We don’t 
need the extra fat. Think less animal protein. 
We don’t need as much. Less is more. Take 
that chicken and shred it into greens with 
a nice vinaigrette of cider vinegar, red wine 
vinegar or balsamic. Lemons and limes in 
spring and summer are amazing. Use lots of 
herbs and greens – parsley, cilantro, chervil, 

tarragon – that are less resinous and more 
delicate. The more diverse our diet is, the 
better we’re going to be, the better our 
overall health. Fruits, I’d do day and night. 
For picnics, take what’s fresh, local and 
seasonal. It requires less effort. Fresh fruit 
is already at its best – and cheapest and most 
abundant. If nothing else, I’d finish with 
that.”
 I ask if there anything that people 
should absolutely never do in preparing 
for a picnic. “Watch the highly perishable 
items that are cooked and left at room 
temperature: cooked potatoes, cooked eggs, 
cooked proteins. Cooked rice – you can get 
very sick. People think ‘the Chinese food 
made me sick.’ No! Nine out of ten times, 
it’s the Bacillus cereus in the cooked rice!” 
He points out that that’s why sushi rice 
is doused with vinegar, and that German 
potato salad is dressed with vinegar rather 
than mayonnaise made with raw eggs. “I 
love condiments that are high in salt or high 
in acid, which are bacteria inhibitors or at 
least slow down the development. I want to 
really enjoy my picnic and not…” We won’t 
go there.
 Instead, feast your eyes at the CIA’s www.
ciafoodies.com/category/free-recipes for 
fabulous ideas that you can try at home, 
including Corn Salad with Summer Fruits 
and Vegetables, Chayote and Jicama Salsa, 
Grilled Zucchini Kebabs, Traditional Cole 
Slaw (substitute olive oil for the mayo) and 
much more. This Pan Bagnat is a make-
ahead taste of the Mediterranean. Because 
the sandwiches get chilled after assembly, 
this recipe calls for letting them sit out for 
an hour before eating –which, if you’re in 
the hot sun at the park or beach, seems 
to be negating those best food-safety 
practices. I’d keep them in the cooler until 

Pan Bagnat 
CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA
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SEEK
FOR
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DISCOVER
ADVENTURE

ulstercountyalive.com

ULSTERCOUNTY
NEW YORK

Hike to hidden waterfalls, 

scale a towering mountain 

ridge, ride the rails through 

forest wilderness, and marvel 

at nature’s awesome beauty. 

time to devour. Enjoy!

Pan Bagnat 
Sandwich & Dressing

Ingredients
• 6 tablespoons red wine vinegar
• 2 tablespoons chopped basil
• 1/4 cup chopped flat-leaf parsley
• 4 anchovy fillets
• 1 jalapeño, roasted, peeled, seeded and 
finely chopped
• 1 cup extra-virgin olive oil
• 8 ciabatta rolls or 2 baguettes
• 1 lb. drained oil-packed tuna, flaked
• 1 cup peeled, seeded, and diced tomato
• 1/2 cup Roasted Pepper Topping (recipe 
below)
• 1/2 cup coarsely chopped pitted 
Kalamata olives
• 1 large seedless cucumber, peeled, seeded 
and chopped
• 1/2 cup minced red onion
• 2 hard-boiled eggs, chopped
• 2 tablespoons capers, rinsed

Directions
1. Combine the vinegar, basil, parsley, 
anchovies and jalapeño in a blender 
and purée until smooth. With the motor 
running, slowly pour in the oil. This 
dressing can be made in advance and 
stored in a covered container in the 
refrigerator for up to two days. Let it warm 
to room temperature and stir or shake well 
to recombine before using.
2. Cut the rolls in half lengthwise and 
scoop out the insides. Crumble the bread 
that you’ve pulled out of the rolls into a 
medium bowl and add the tuna, tomatoes, 
roasted pepper topping, olives, cucumber, 
onion, eggs, capers and garlic. Add enough 
dressing to moisten and bind the filling. 
Season to taste with salt and pepper.
3. Brush the inside of the rolls with some 
of the remaining dressing. Fill the roll with 
about a half-cup of the tuna mixture and 
firmly press the sandwich closed. Wrap 
each sandwich tightly with waxed paper. 
You can hold the assembled sandwiches 
in the refrigerator for up to eight hours.

Roasted Pepper Topping
2 cups

Ingredients
• 3 medium bell peppers (red, yellow and 
green), left whole with stems
• 1/4 cup olive oil, plus more as needed
• 2 tablespoons golden raisins
• 2 tablespoons dry sherry wine
• 2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
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Wander boldly into
summer theater!

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING  |  CYMBELINE  |  CYRANO
INTO THE WOODS  |  On Tour: JULIUS CAESAR

In Residence at Boscobel House and Gardens, Garrison, NY

hvshakespeare.org

Ferncliff Forest
Rhinebeck’s number one free attraction 
offering an amazing view of the Hudson 
Valley from our Observation Tower. 
Enjoy hiking, picnics, camping or just 
walk your dog in our wonderful 200 acre 
Forest Preserve.

Open all year
68 Mount Rutsen Rd. Rhinebeck, NY

845-876-3196 for additional information

ferncliffforest.org

SVM2019

• 1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
• Kosher salt and freshly ground black 
pepper, as needed
• 1/2 cup diced, seeded tomato
• 1/2 red onion, thinly sliced
• 5 Kalamata olives, pitted & cut into strips
• 2 tablespoons minced cilantro, plus 
leaves for garnish
• 1/2 jalapeño, seeded and minced
• 1 garlic clove, minced

Directions
1. Preheat the oven to 350˚ Fahrenheit.
2. Rub the peppers with a little olive oil 
and place them in a baking pan. Roast 
the peppers, turning them every 15 to 20 
minutes, until they are very soft: about 
45 minutes. When they are cool enough 
to handle, pull out and discard the stems 
and seeds. Pull off the skin and cut the 
peppers into thin strips. You can roast 
as many peppers as you wish and store 
any that you don’t need for this dish in a 
covered container in the refrigerator for 
up to 10 days.
3. In a small bowl, combine the raisins 
with the sherry and let the raisins soften 
for about 10 minutes.
4. In a medium bowl, whisk together 
1/4 cup olive oil, vinegar and mustard. 
Add the tomato, onion, olives, cilantro, 
jalapeño and garlic and stir to combine. ♦
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in the Catskill Mountains

Aboard Our Legendary Rip Van Winkle Flyer

www.durr.org | Arkville, NY 12406 |800.225.4132

New Paltz, NY | huguenotstreet.org
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STEAM TO THE CATSKILLS
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 15 & 16
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Spotted lanternfl y: 
New York’s newest 
insect invasion

I
f you live in or frequently visit a 
rural area of New York, chances are 
that you’re already on the alert for 
signs of our state’s better-known in-

vasive insect pests: the hemlock wooly 
adelgid, the emerald ash borer, the 
venerable gypsy moth. Well, the De-
partment of Environmental Conserva-
tion has recently announced a new six-
legged peril to look out for: the spotted 
lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula), a most 
unwelcome immigrant from East Asia.
 First discovered in the US in 2014, 
the spotted lanternfly (SLF) has already 
established a destructive presence in 
eastern Pennsylvania and spread into 
New Jersey, Delaware and Virginia. This 
critter is a brilliant hitchhiker, laying 
its inconspicuous egg masses on nearly 
anything from tree trunks and rocks to 
firewood – a known hazard to transport 
on account of the ash borer – and even 
vehicles. So it’s only a matter of time 
before SLF becomes a problem in our 
state, DEC proclaims. The first specimen 
found in New York, in the fall of 2017, was 
a dead insect in Delaware County. In 2018, 
SLFs were reported in Albany, Monroe, 
Yates and Suffolk Counties.
 Here’s the deceptively good news 
about the SLF: Its favorite food is tree 
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PUT A VISIT TO 
OPUS 40 ON YOUR 

SUMMER CALENDAR
OPEN 

THURSDAY – SUNDAY 
FROM NOW THROUGH OCTOBER

Sat., June 22
Cirkus Luna! 

and Circus Workshop
Time: 1pm | Cost: $20

https://www.opus40.org/makbet

Sun., June 23
Makbet

Time: 6pm | Cost: $30 in advance, $40 at door
https://www.opus40.org/makbet

Sat., July 13
Poetry Workshop 
with Laura Hinton

Time: 10am-3pm
Cost: $60 per art walk workshop, 

$100 for two, $120 for three workshops
https://www.opus40.org/workshops

Sun., July 14
Divination Day: Psychic Fair 

and Gamelan Concert
Time: 10:30am-5:30pm | Cost: $10 at the gate
https://www.opus40.org/psychicfair

Sat., July 27
Jesus Christ Superstar with 
Centenary Stage Company
Time: 2pm (Rain date July 28) | Cost: $50
https://www.opus40.org/jcsuperstar

www.opus40.org/events2019 
CALL (845) 681-9352 

FOR CONCERT PRICES AND TICKETS 
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION

of heaven (Ailanthus altissima), itself 
an invasive species whose Chinese name, 
chouchun, literally means “foul-smelling 
tree.” The ailanthus spreads determinedly 
from suckers, thrives in harsh urban 
environments and has been variously 
nicknamed tree of hell, ghetto palm and 
stink tree. So, introducing an insect that 
can control it could be a good thing, right? 
Probably not, in fact. If you’ve ever seen 
Mark Lewis’ hilarious 1988 documentary 
Cane Toads: An Unnatural History, 
you’ll know that these amphibians were 
imported to Australia in an effort to 
control beetles that were devastating 
sugar cane crops. Not only did the 
toads fail in their mission, but they soon 
overran Queensland, where they have no 
natural predators, and became a bigger 
environmental scourge than the beetles.
 The problem here is that, while SLFs 
like ailanthus best, they also like to eat 
almost everything else. They are known 

to feed on the sap of more than 70 plant 
species. Fruit trees and grapevines are 
being especially hard-hit in Pennsylvania. 
Hops are also a favored host, as are nut 
trees. So this creature’s imminent arrival 
in the Hudson Valley, with its agricultural 
economy, is cause for serious concern. 
Residents are being asked to keep a sharp 
eye out for signs of its presence.
 A live adult lanternfly is an eye-catching 
sight. Approximately an inch long and half 
an inch wide at rest, its forewings have 
black spots against a grayish background 
that may appear opalescent in their closed 
position. But it’s the hindwings that are 
truly striking: The lower portions are 
red with black spots, the upper portions 
dark with a white stripe. When the insect 
spreads them out to take flight, the bright 
flash of red is hard to miss. The adults 
begin to appear in July.
 Much tougher to spot are the egg cases, 
laid in the fall. They’re about an inch long, 

smooth and brownish-gray with a shiny, 
waxy coating when first laid, brown and 
scaly as they dry out over time. Other 
telltale signs of an infestation are sap 
oozing or weeping from tiny open wounds 

Spotted lanternfl y with wings open (above) and closed (below)

LAWRENCE BARRINGER | BUGWOOD.ORG
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on tree trunks, which appears wet and 
may give off fermented odors, and the 
accumulation of honeydew secreted by 
the insects, which can build up into sticky 
masses and become covered with a sooty-
looking mold, harmful to photosynthesis 
and causing significant damage to the host 
plant. If you see something suspicious, 
take photos of the insect, egg masses and/
or infestation signs, including something 
for scale such as a coin, and e-mail them 
to spottedlanternfly@dec.ny.gov or fill 
out a reporting form. Be sure to include 
the location (address, intersecting roads, 
landmarks or GPS coordinates).
 Efforts to stem the SLF tide into 
New York State are already underway. 
DEC is working with the Department 
of Agriculture and Markets and the US 
Department of Agriculture to conduct 
extensive trapping surveys in high-
risk areas throughout the state, as well 
as inspections of nursery stock, stone 
shipments and commercial transports from 
Pennsylvania. A Department of Agriculture 
and Markets quarantine has been issued 
that restricts the movement of goods into 
New York from specific areas in Delaware, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
DEC has established a Protective Zone 
encompassing 20 counties located near 
the Pennsylvania and New Jersey borders; 
in the Hudson Valley and Catskills, these 
include Broome, Delaware, Dutchess, 
Greene, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, 
Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester.
 Research into potential biological 
controls is underway as well. The June 
5 issue of Popular Science reported on 
some promising tests of a couple of fungi 
species by scientists at Cornell University: 
“The Batkoa fungus [Batkoa major] 
makes a particularly spectacular show 
of killing off the insect pest by acting as 
a sort of mind-controlling parasite. The 
researchers believe once Batkoa infects a 
spotted lanternfly, the fungus compels its 
victim to ascend up a tree or vine; then, 
fungal fibers sew it to its final resting 
place and spores burst out of the insect’s 
body to shower down onto any remaining 
lanternflies below.”
 Sounds like a scene from Alien, but 
presumably these researchers already 
know to avoid the cane toad model. While 
we wait hopefully for their success, it’s 
up to us to keep our eyes peeled. To learn 
more, visit https://on.ny.gov/2NDteWn 
and https://bit.ly/2K5n1kA. 

– Frances Marion Platt

John Burdick

A
lthough my father was an 
avid reader of mystery novels 
(Agatha Christie, of course, 
but Josephine Tey was his 

favorite), I never acquired the taste, and 

have missed that great tradition by and 
large, from the genre novelists so gifted 
at prose that they have earned a some-
times-begrudging literary standing 
(Raymond Chandler and Elmore Leon-
ard come to mind) to the paid-by-the-
word pulp tradition, where much of the 

Never Look Back
Edgar Award-winning Alison Gaylin 

publishes new thriller

FRANCO VOGT
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Special 50th anniversary events and activities are supported in part by donors to Bethel Woods Center for the Arts and by a grant awarded to Bethel Woods by Empire State Development 
and New York State’s Division of Tourism/I LOVE NY under Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Regional Economic Development Council Initiative. Bethel Woods Center for the Arts is a 501c3 

nonprofit cultural organization that inspires, educates, and empowers individuals through the arts and humanities. 

To learn more, purchase tickets , and see a complete list of programs and events visit BethelWoodsCenter.org.

Follow Us

June 13-16 
Mountain Jam

June 19 
Dave Mathews Band

June 21 
Zac Brown Band 
Caroline Jones

June 23 
Adam Sandler 
plus surprise guests

June 27 
A Royal Affair:  
Yes, Asia, John 
Lodge (of The Moody 
Blues), and Carl 
Palmer’s ELP Legacy

June 30 
Peter Frampton 
Jason Bonham’s Led 
Zeppelin Evening

July 5 
Shinedown 
Badflower,  
Dinosaur Pile-up,  
& Broken Hands
July 6 
Jackson Browne 
Lucius
July 11 
The Klezmatics 
Event Gallery

July 20 
Elvis Costello  
& The Imposters  
and Blondie
July 26 (SOLD OUT) 
Chris Stapleton 
Margo Price & The 
Marcus King Band
July 27 
Train  
& The Goo Goo Dolls 
Allen Stone
July 29 
Heart 
Sheryl Crow  
& Elle King
July 30 
Joe Bonamassa
August 1 & 2 
Gordon Lightfoot  
Event Gallery
August 8 
Alice Cooper  
& Halestorm 
Motionless in White
August 9 
Nelly, TLC,  
& Flo Rida
August 15  
(SOLD OUT) 
Film on the Field with 
Arlo Guthrie

August 16 
Ringo Starr & His All 
Starr Band 
Edgar Winter Band & 
Blood, Sweat & Tears
August 17 
Santana 
The Doobie Brothers
August 18 
John Fogerty 
Tedeschi Trucks Band 
& Grace Potter
August 25 
Pat Benatar  
& Neil Giraldo  
+ Melissa Etheridge
August 30 
Bush & +Live+ 
Our Lady Peace
August 31 
Pentatonix 
Rachel Platten
Sundays Sept. 1-29 
(Free) 
Harvest Festival
September 7 
Pitbull
September 12 
Luke Bryan 
Cole Swindell & Jon 
Langston

September 13 
Canned Heat 
Event Gallery 
September 21 
Chris Thile 
Event Gallery
September 29 
Jimmie Vaughan 
Event Gallery
October 5 
Wine Festival
October 12 
CRAFT: Beer, Spirits 
& Food Festival
October 15 
Graham Nash 
Event Gallery
October 19 
John Sebastian 
Event Gallery
November 7 
David Sanborn Jazz 
Quintet 
Event Gallery
November 24 
Max Weinberg’s 
Jukebox 
Event Gallery
December 7 & 8 (Free) 
Holiday Market

B E T H E L  W O O D S  C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  A R T S

Celebrate the 50th Anniversary where it happened, where it’s happening still.

A Season of 
Song & Celebration.

®
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2019 Special Exhibit - THRU December 31

We Are Golden: Reflections on the 
50th Anniversary of the Woodstock Festival and 
Aspirations for a Peaceful Future.

Music, entertainment, festivals

most feverish genius likely resides. I was 
thus ill-equipped to take on an interview 
with the Edgar Award-winning, Wood-
stock-based crime thriller novelist Ali-

son Gaylin: an author of complex, inno-
vative, psychologically crafty and – this 
– popular novels, who is by all accounts 

and reckonings 
at the absolute 
top of her game.
 I don’t know 
her. And I don’t 
know the rules 
of game. But I 
decided to make 
this a feature 
rather than a 
bug. I read her 
latest, the madly 

engaging and fiercely modern crime 
thriller Never Look Back, and prepared 
to introduce myself as a naïf with obvious 
deficiencies and no real authorities. Told 
in two time periods – the mid-’70s of my 
own youth and a fully technologically 
outfitted present day – Never Look Back
traces the colliding lives of two electronic 
journalists, podcaster Quentin Garrison 
and film critic Robin Diamond. Both of 
them have been deeply affected (though 
only one knows of it) by a series of 
murders perpetrated by a pair of teenage 
lovers, April and Gabriel, in the California 
of the ’70s, the California of cults living 
in canyons. The story is told mostly from 
three perspectives: Quentin’s, Robin’s 
and the presumed-dead April Cooper’s, 
via a series of letters she wrote in the ’70s 
addressed to her future daughter.
 The rate of new developments in Never 
Look Back – some you’d call revelations, 
others complications – is blindingly fast, 
downhill, accumulating, accelerating. 
Further, the pattern of development 
is nonlinear and “distributed,” in the 
computer-science sense of the term. 
The data stream in from all directions, 
from all sources, fragmentary, collecting 
complexity and possibility in a way that is 

constantly shifting. It’s a narrative mode 
unique to the digital information age. A 
story emerges from the corners. Every 
character and every encounter smuggles 
in something new to consider. In short, 
you don’t need to be patient to enjoy an 
Alison Gaylin novel, but you need to be 
alert AF.

One of the things I really enjoy about
Never Look Back is how the story is told 
on two historical planes: the present and 

the pre-digital ’70s. I am a child of the 
’70s, about one year younger than your 
April, and I like the way you build these 
parallel strands of period ambiance, 
especially because the ’70s are seen here 
through a teenage lens. Is there anything 
about that period that is significant or 
attractive to you? Can you discuss some 
of the challenges of writing with fidelity 
to multiple periods?

 I grew up in the Los Angeles area in the 

You don’t need to be 
patient to enjoy an Alison 
Gaylin novel, but you 
need to be alert AF.



1414    • • Summer 2019 Explore Hudson Valley

Aug 2, 3 & 4, 2019
 Dodds Farm  

44 County Rd 7D
Hillsdale NY

31st Annual

Three Days of Folk Music & Dance 
at the foot of the Berkshires

 Concerts, Dancing, Camping, Workshops, Craft Village, 
Activities 4 Kids, International Food, Thurs Pre-Fest 

Tastings with Daytime Farmers Market & Evening 
Lounge Stage, Accessible & ASL Interpreted

Michael Allman & Mile High, BoDeans, Kerri Powers,
Beth Nielsen Chapman, Low Lily, Buddy System, 
The Rowan Brothers, Ryanhood, Crys Matthews, 
Stephen Kellogg, Gaslight Tinkers, The Nields, 

 George Marshall with Wild Asparagus,
 The Slambovian Circus of Dreams,  

The Storycrafters, many more
www.FalconRidgeFolk.com - 860-364-0366

June 15 Alex Torres and  his Latin Orchestra 
July 13 Zac Schmidt with the IR band  
July 20 Local favs Roadhouse
Aug 9  Professor  Louie and the Crowmatix  

with the Woodstock Horns 
Aug 17 tba 
Sept 28 Bovine Social Club

1970s and early ’80s, and the time and 
place is very ingrained in my memory. 
There’s something glamorously false about 
the area to me: a desert with no natural 
water source, filled with exported palm 
trees, sunny all year around and of course, 
Hollywood in driving distance. The time 
period in LA is also really interesting for 
crime fiction. It’s less than a decade after 
the Manson murders, and it’s the era of the 
Hillside Strangler and the Night Stalker. 
There’s something very foreboding and 
creepy about Southern California back 
then. This is the second book I’ve written 
like this. What Remains of Me took 
place partly in 1980 and partly in 2010. 
I explored the same people in both time 
periods in that book, while in this book, it 
was different generations. It’s challenging 
to go back in recent time like that, and it 
requires a lot of Google searches, because, 
even though I was very much alive 
during the time April is talking about, 
my memory is not infallible. Writing this 
book, I had to find out, for instance, when 
Starsky and Hutch was airing, when Kool 
and the Gang’s Hollywood Swinging came 
out, what a kid in 1976 would be writing 
about for social studies class, et cetera... I 
wrote the book in order, and coming back 
to the present for the Quentin and Robin 
scenes was sometimes a little jarring.

Here’s where I will reveal myself as 
a genre novice: In Never Look Back, 
the police and the traditional crime-
solving establishment are portrayed 
as cumbersome, a little sluggish and 
ineffectual, even peripheral really, whereas 
this agile, decentralized new model of pod 
and Web – equal parts truth and paranoid 
conspiracy – is where the festering action 
is. It is cool, to me, that our current modes 
of communication and information open 
up all kinds of new narrative possibilities 
to the crime story, and all kinds of new 
relationships and psychological points of 
entry. Since Never Look Back is my first 
exposure your work, and I am unfamiliar 
with the novels of your genre peers, I am 
not sure if this a trend in the tradition. 
Can you speak to the role of technology 
and information in your work, and in 
your field generally?

 It’s interesting. There are a lot of 
terrific writers who write straight-up 
police procedurals, but I’ve never been 
one of them, mainly because I don’t feel 
equipped, experiencewise. What interest 
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August 17 & 18, 2019
Sat. 12-7, Sun 12-5

Cantine Field, Saugerties
FREE ADMISSION

FOOD, VENDORS,
MUSIC, ACTIVITIES

AND MORE!
THERE CAN'T BE HOPE WITHOUT YOU!

Be part of the Solution!
presented by JJB Events, Morse Rocks Presents 

and is under the 501c3 not-for-profit support of the 

Sawyer Automotive Foundation and will benefit the works of 

Raising Your Awareness about Narcotics (RYAN), the American 

Foundation for Suicide Prevention, and Breaking the Cycle

www.hoperocksny.com
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WEEKENDS
JUNE 29—SEPTEMBER 1

CLASSICAL •  JAZZ
CONTEMPORARY

CHILDREN’S MUSIC

www.maverickconcerts.org   
646.965.2365

JUNE 20-JULY 28 
o n  t h e  V a s s a r  C a m p u s

For a complete season schedule  
a n d  t o  p u r c ha s e  t i c ke t s  v i s i t  

powerhouse.vassar.edu

Saturday, June 22, 7 p.m. 
Sunday, June 23, 4 p.m.

THE MAVERICK CONCERT HALL 

Woodstock, NY

Ticket info at arschoralis.org

And  
His  
World

ARS CHORALIS  
Barbara Pickhardt, conductor

AT N EW PALTZ
JULY 8–26, 2019

Faculty Gala
Saturday, July 13, at 7 p.m.

Vadym Kholodenko Recital
Saturday, July 20, at 7 p.m. 

Flier Competition Gala
Friday, July 26, at 7 p.m. 

Full Schedule & Tickets: 
newpaltz.edu/piano
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ROCK n’ ROLL WALKING TOURS OF WOODSTOCK!
See us weekends at 54 Tinker Street

Saturday tours-4PM, Sunday tours-1 PM 
(sold out 6/22-6/23)

Book online at www.rockjunket.com

me are “regular” people who get caught 
up in horrifying circumstances beyond 
their control, or who find out things 
about people close to them they never 
would have dreamed possible. I like to 
write about things that scare me, and 
those are the things that do scare me. The 

investigators in my books are sometimes 
police officers, but more often than not, 
less traditional types. I have my Masters 
in Journalism and a lot of journalism 
experience, so I feel confident having 
reporters as investigators. Quentin 
falls into that mode, but I made him a 
podcaster because I wanted someone 
more personally involved, less objective 
about the crime he’s covering. As far as 
technology goes, it always has played a 
role in the books I write, whether it’s social 
media, cellphone technology, tracking 
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The 174th Dutchess County Fair
Rhinebeck, NY

August 20 - August 25

Advance Discount Tickets NOW ON SALE For Admission, Rides & Concert Tickets

THE CADILLAC THREE

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

AUGUST 20

dutchessfair.com

AUGUST 21

AUGUST 222

WITH SPECIAL GUEST

ROSS ELLIS

AUGUST 2-4AUGUST 2-4

OperaOpera
Concerts

p

Plays

Opera
Concerts

Plays
(845) 688-3291      PHOENIHOENICIAVVOICEFEST.ORG(845) 688-3291      PHOENICIAVOICEFEST.ORGICIAVICIAICIAVV

2-4TTT 222-----444

O

10 YEARS!
VOICE

THE PHOENICIA
INTERNATIONAL

FESTIVAL
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOIIICCCC

TIVVVVAVVof the

CEELEBRATING
AFFRICAN-AMERICANS
CELEBRATING
AFRICAN-AMERICANS

Big Indian Native American Festival 

“Thunder In The Valley"

July 20 & 21 | Big Indian Park

8280 Route 28 Big Indian N.Y. | llam to 6pm

Grand Entry
12pm Indian Time

Native American Dancing, 
Drumming, Craft Vendors, Food 
Vendors, History, Storytelling 

and much more...
MC: John Boles

Head Drum: Spirit of The Mountain
Guest Drum: Wolf's Moon Medicine Drum
All drums welcome | All dancers welcome.

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS:

Aztec Fire Dancers Salinas Family
Wild Mountain Birds of Rosendale 

N.Y. (Saturday Only)
Richard Olivera—Flute Player

Evan Pritchard

Come take a piece of 
our culture home.

RAIN or SHINE

ADMISSION: 

Adult $8. p/p | Under 12 & Senior $3. p/p

Veterans $3 p/p with ID | Under 6 FREE

Bring Chair or Blanket to sit on.

For more info:

Tony Moon Hawk

917-415-5139

Marcey Tree In The

Wind 973-981-1954

Moonhawktitw@msn.com

Music, entertainment, festivals

devices et cetera. I like to stay true to 
whatever time period I’m setting my book 
in, and to me, for a crime fiction book to 
be set in present day, technology should 
play a major role.

Nary a character passes through this 
novel without a pretty full psychological 
workup. I understand that’s kind of 
your “thing,” and it is fascinating the 

way that the crime story is inseparable 
from this interlocking psychology of the 
characters. Never Look Back has all 
kinds of mirroring of relationships. Do 
you start with a set of crime facts, and 
then develop the psychological/relational 
dimension as you go?

 For me, character development and 
plotting go hand-in-hand – because if a 
character isn’t of a certain psychological 
makeup, she’s not going to propel the 
action forward. I have a loose plot in mind 
in the beginning, and create the main 
characters at the same time. Who they are 
and what they’ve experienced determines 
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So… what does 
every ing mean? 
printing packing designing
mailboxing brochuring  
shredding notarizing copying   
consulting faxing receiving 
boxing  direct-mailing  
delivering returning flyering 
freighting consulting storing  
supplying business-carding 
laminating enlarging labeling 

...and of course, shipping. 

...It’s never too early 
to get your TAN ON!

Hours: M-W-F 11-6 | T-Th 11-7 | Sa 10-2

518-821-4483
toniholland1956@gmail.com

27 Market St. • Saugerties, NY 12477

SunKissed
Tanning

Enjoy wood-fired 
pizza, burgers,  
& craft cider, 

along with local 
wine, beer, &  
specialty gift 

items.

Plus, pick your 
own ugly apples 

in the fall!

Bring in this coupon for a

FREE CIDER DOUGHNUT
155 N Ohioville Rd, New Paltz, NY

845-633-8657
Open Seasonally

Thursday - Sundays & holiday Mondays 
Call or visit our website for hours 
brooklynciderhouse.com/orchard

how they’ll act, how far they’ll go to hide 
secrets, what they’ll do to protect others 
or themselves. I hope that makes sense!

Not only does it make sense, the proof is 

in the pudding. Finally, who are some 
of your primary influences as a writer, 
including those outside the genre and 
outside the century? Within the tradition 
of the crime/psychological thriller, who are 

some women writers who were models or 
inspirations for you?

 Patricia Highsmith, Mary Higgins Clark, 
Flannery O’Connor have all had a strong 
influence on my writing. Highsmith and 
O’Connor go deep into the psychology 
of their characters, and Mary Higgins 
Clark is a master of suspense and pacing. 
Current crime writers I love and admire 
include Laura Lippman, Alafair Burke, 
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Megan Abbott, Wendy Corsi Staub. There 
are so many more, but that’s a start!

Second finally: Anything you care to add 
about living and working in the mid-
Hudson Valley and Catskills? Writing is, 
in my opinion, the most solitary of the arts, 
both in its making and its consumption, 
and yet community remains so vital to 
the health of the art.

 I love it here. There’s a terrific 
community of writers – not to mention 
amazing bookstores like Oblong in 
Rhinebeck, Inquiring Minds in Saugerties 
and my all-time favorite, the Golden 
Notebook in Woodstock.

 Alison Gaylin will make two local 
appearances to celebrate the publication 
of Never Look Back: the Golden Notebook 
in Woodstock on July 20 (https://
goldennotebook.indielite.org) and Oblong 
Books & Music in Rhinebeck on August 7 
(www.oblongbooks.com). ♦

Archaeoastronomy 
lecture in Rhinebeck

F
or a good part of his early 
professional life, Woodstock’s 
Glenn Kreisberg dreamed of 
recording the stars – rock stars. 

He was making his bones as a recording 
engineer and re-
porter at WDST-
FM, but some-
thing wasn’t 
right. The pros-
pect of being 
locked up in a 
tiny windowless 
cubicle, working 
endless hours 
editing and mix-
ing studio sounds while the natural world 
– the world that he loved – sang a siren’s 
song no tape recorder could ever cap-

Woodstock Jewish Congregation
Call for Submissions to

JEWISH STORY SLAM
18 Stories on Aug. 18th at 7PM

Email a PDF of your 5-minute story to storyslamuc@gmail.com

More details on WJCshul.org FB page 5/23 post. OPEN TO ALL

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

Wi d Cl i P W

m

ture, and one Kreisberg couldn’t resist.
 It took a while, but he listened. And by 
leaving the boxed-in life and heading out 
the door, he began discovering his life’s 
calling – one that, ironically enough, 
entailed real rock and real stars and the 
all-but-forgotten songs they’ve made for 
thousands of years, for those with ears 
to hear and eyes to see. He has written 
a book about what he has heard and 
seen in the rocks on Overlook Mountain, 
which he will discuss later this month at 
Rhinebeck’s Starr Library.
 Kreisberg loved to camp and hike and 
just hang out in the woods as a kid. He got 
into rock climbing at an early age and took 
it up as a sport. But a post-high-school 
stint working at Three Geese in Flight, a 
venerable Woodstock bookstore, triggered 
an interest in ancient history, culture and 
mythology that has only grown with time. 
He consumed books on such esoteric 
subjects as the Knights Templar, the 
Vikings’ transoceanic travels – books that 
he now says contained “a lot more than 
what you’ll find in the textbooks.”
 He worked at WDST for about seven 
years in the mid-’80s, aiming to become an 
audio engineer in a recording studio. But 
the claustrophobic probabilities of that 

path sent him back to the vertical world 
of the Shawangunks, where he became 
a rock-climbing guide and a partner in 
a climbing school. It was a time – seven 
years’ worth – that Kreisberg cherishes 
to this day. “I had a very intimate, kind 
of personal relationship with rock, as a 
climber: touching it, feeling it, moving 
over it, trying to become one with it. In 
some ways, that led to my interest to 
studying the stones in the woods.”
 But what really got Kreisberg thinking 
about those stones were a couple of 
experts who dismissed the idea that rock 
fences and cairns on Overlook Mountain 
were the creation of early European 
settlers in the area. These experts, he came 
to believe, were off in their estimation by 
untold thousands of years.
 “I was asked to sit on a siting committee 
for a cell tower in Woodstock,” he recalls. 
“Some of the people who’d come to testify 
talked about these cairns in the woods 
near where the cell tower was planned...
basically, the archaeologists and state 
experts dismissed these stone structures 
as being Native American because 

GLENN KREISBERG
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they said in the Northeast, the ancient 
population was not recognized as having 
done anything with stone, other than tools 
and arrowheads.”
 That struck Kreisberg as strange, since 
native cultures across the country and 
deep into Central and South America all 
built monumentally with stone. “In many 
cases, they aligned those constructions 
with events in the sky and the horizon, 
which meant they were practicing 
astronomy.” So why, Kreisberg wondered, 
was the native population of the Northeast 
so dramatically different from everywhere 
else in the hemisphere?
 The belief that the native cultures in 
the region had little or nothing to do with 
ancient cultures that surrounded them 
Kreisberg calls a “convenient untruth.” 
Dismay colors his voice as he recounts his 
feelings about the expert opinions that say 
there was no civilization, no sophisticated 
belief system in the region from a culture 
that had been in the Northeast for at least 
10,000 years.
 The key to Kreisberg’s understanding 
of that ancient history, and the subject of 
his presentation in Rhinebeck, is the link 
between archaeoastronomy and landscape 
archaeology, as they manifest around 
the world in such well-known places as 
Stonehenge, but more particularly as they 

can be found in the all-but-unknown sites 
that can be seen on Overlook Mountain. 
“When we talk about archaeoastronomy, 
we’re speaking about how ancient cultures 
looked at the sky, kept track of the Moon 
and stars, sunrises and sunsets on the 
longest and shortest days of the year and 
how they incorporated that into their 
belief systems and spiritual practices.”
 What Kreisberg sees is a pattern very 
similar to patterns that can be seen across 
the globe. It speaks, he says, to a very 
sophisticated worldview he calls three-
dimensional – one where an underworld 
and a celestial world brimming with 
supernatural powers exist that are tied 
together in the material world. The 
ancient worldview was deeply rooted in 
spirituality: that they had a profound 
connection to the natural world that the 
Europeans didn’t have or recognize. “To say 
that each one of these sites was potentially 
a church was very inconvenient for anyone 
intent on developing and harnessing the 
resources of the Northeast.”
 Kreisberg’s latest book, Spirits in Stone, 
published last year by Inner Traditions, 
reflects his effort to set the record straight 
of long-lost cultures whose language was 
at once sophisticated and mysterious, a 
story whose telling would seem ideally 
suited to someone who has spent so much 
of his life exploring and recording the 
ineffable vestiges of those cultures.
 The Starr Library in Rhinebeck will 
present Glenn Kreisberg speaking on “The 
Ancient Skies in the Hudson Valley” on 
Saturday, June 22 at 4 p.m. The library 
is located at 68 West Market Street. 
Call (845) 876-4030 or visit https://
starrlibrary.org for further information.

– Jeremiah Horrigan

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

A visit to Split Rock

L
ocated at the site of the former 
Enderly family sawmill, down 
along the almost painfully pictur-
esque Clove Road, Split Rock has 

long been one of the Shawangunks’ most 
popular and even iconic swimming holes 
– if indeed it can be called a hole. It’s re-
ally more of a split. In a rock. It is, you see, 
fiercely accurate in its name, if unpoetic. 
Maybe it could have been called “Enderly’s 
Schism” or something. Maybe it wouldn’t 
be so popular if it were. For generations 
and generations of Paltzonians, this is the 
place you go when you need a dose of Gunks 
and a cool dip, but you don’t have long.
Split Rock, of course, is far more than a 
swimming destination. It is also a trailhead 
that provides access to several popular trails 
through hemlock groves and the stream. 
And if you hike downstream about 15 
minutes or so, it is traditionally tolerated if 
you take all your clothes off.
 As a result of Split Rock’s timesaving 
accessibility and a spacious, naturally 
tiered rock “beach,” the nearby Coxing 
parking lot – the smallest lot on the Mohonk 
Preserve – fills quickly on the weekends and 
whenever the weather is fine. On summer 
and fall weekends, arrive early and consider 
carpooling to ensure a parking space.
 To find this not-so-secret and literal slice 
(laceration?) of heaven, go seven miles west 
(through New Paltz) on Route 299 to the end; 
make a right on Route 44/55. The Mohonk 
Preserve Visitor Center will be a half-mile on 
your right. Go 1.5 miles past the Visitor Center, 
turn right onto Clove Road and then bear 
right at the fork. After one mile, turn left into 
the parking area. For more info, visit www.
mohonkpreserve.org.

 – John Burdick

JOHN HAYES | MOHONK PRESERVE 

Split Rock has long been one of the Shawangunks’ most popular and even 
iconic swimming holes – if indeed it can be called a hole. It’s really more of 
a split. In a rock. It is, you see, fi ercely accurate in its name, if unpoetic. 
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Frances Marion Platt

L
ike to hike, but worried about 
blundering into a nest of snakes? 
Your concern is probably exag-
gerated. New York State is home 

to only three venomous snake species: 
the timber rattlesnake, the massasauga 
(found only in the Rochester/Syracuse 
area) and the copperhead. All are un-
common, and the timber rattler is listed 
as a Threatened species in New York.
 “Timber rattlesnakes are generally 
found in deciduous forests in rugged 
terrain. In the summer, gravid (pregnant) 

females seem to prefer open, rocky 
ledges where temperatures are higher, 
while the males and non-gravid females 
seem to prefer cooler, thicker woods 
where the forest canopy is more closed,” 
says the Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). “Dens are generally 
on open, steep, south-facing slopes with 
rock fissures or talus surrounded by 
hardwood forests.”
 Sounds awfully reminiscent of the 
Shawangunks, doesn’t it? Yes, timber 
rattlers are occasionally to be found 
there – but not with ease. Decades ago, 
the late Thom Scheuer, former head 

ranger at the Mohonk Preserve, told of 
a team of herpetologists who came to 
the Gunks with the specific intention of 
finding and studying wild rattlesnakes. 
Although they spent a couple of weeks 
combing the talus slopes that would seem 
to be prime habitat, with Scheuer as their 
knowledgeable guide, the scientists went 
away empty-handed.
 Not that they’d actually want to pick one 
up. There have been no recent recorded 
cases in New York State of human 
fatalities from a bite from a timber rattler, 
but symptoms may be severe, including 
nausea, vomiting, paralysis and tissue 

Meet the timid 
timber rattler

Recovery of rattlesnake population in the state has been slow

JOHN MIZEL.



2222    • • Summer 2019 Explore Hudson Valley

2356 RT 44/55 GARDINER

845-255-4949  •  WWW.MIOGARDINER.COM

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK!

Serving Breakfast &  
Lunch All Day

8:30 - 4:30

Open Wednesday - Sunday

Taste

Vendors, 

Great Food 

and Fun for 

everyone!

LIVE BANDS: Jimmy Sturr & His Orchestra, 
The Mtn. Brauhaus Band, Die Schlauberger, Mtn. Xpress, 
The Bratwurst Boys, Bud & Linda Gramer, Thunder Ridge, 

Cabaret Duo, Alpenland Tanzer Schuhplatter 

JULY 20–21
& 27–28

I-87S EXIT 21 • 518-622-3751

FREE Admission!FREE Parking!

Join us for these summer events
Veggies and Vino! 

Sat June 29th

20th Anniversary Sale & Vertical Tasting

Sat/Sun July 6th and 7th

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF GREAT WINE TASTING! 
Open Daily, 11:30-5:30 • Sat, 11-6

845-255-4613 • GARDINER, NY • WHITECLIFFWINE.COM

damage, and an allergic reaction can 
certainly be life-threatening. A dog twice 
bitten in Minnewaska State Park in 2014 
succumbed to the venom.
 Being cold-blooded, snakes do like to 

bask in the sun, which enhances their 
survival potential by raising their body 
temperature without expenditure of 
calories. But rattlers are generally shy 
of human activity, snuggling up in dens 

and crevices when they’re not basking or 
hunting. You’re more likely to hear one 
than to see one. 
 Still, it may come in handy one day to 
be able to identify a rattler by sight. The 
adult Eastern timber rattlesnake, Crotalus 
horridus, is stockily built and ranges in 
length from three to four-and-a-half 
feet, fully extended (you’re more likely to 
see one coiled up). It’s classified as a pit 
viper, in reference to the indentations on 
either side of the head that serve to sense 
nearby prey by temperature. Like others 
of their kind, their heads are triangular to 
leave room inside the skull for the poison 
glands. If the head is a striking yellow-
orangey color, that’s a copperhead: also 
wisely left alone.
 The timber rattlesnake’s color pattern 
varies somewhat, but typically features 
black or brown crossbands against a 
yellowish, brown or grey background. 
There’s also a rarer black color phase, in 
which the bands are harder to distinguish 
against a dark brown or even nearly black 
background. But it’s still easy to tell apart 
from the two black-bodied snakes that are 
common to the region: the small, slender 
black racer, whose back is a solid black 
color, and the larger, thicker black rat 
snake, whose black back may be slightly 
mottled with white or grey. Both have 
white under their chins, extending further 
back in the rat snake. Neither has bars, 
and both have narrow leaf-shaped heads.
 The most distinctive feature of the 
timber rattlesnake, of course, is the rattle, 
which starts as a single “button” at birth; 
the snake grows a new segment with each 
molting, which occurs once every one-to-
two years. So, theoretically, you should 
be able to estimate the age of a rattler 
by counting the segments, like rings in a 
tree. But the rattles are brittle and have a 
tendency to break off easily, so this is not 
a strictly reliable method.
 Late April/early May is the time of year 
when timber rattlers are emerging from 
hibernation, which happens in dens below 
the frost line, often in company with 
dozens of other snakes to conserve body 
heat. They tend to be sluggish at first, 
feeding little, until mating time draws 
near later in spring. The young are born 
live, not from eggs, from late August to 
mid-September. Timber rattlesnakes feed 
mainly on rodents, but birds, amphibians 
and even other snakes can also be part of 
their diets. The year-round range of an 
individual snake generally doesn’t exceed 
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Tastings, special events 
& more! Upcoming:
Wine Tasting Passport •  Hurry! Sales end July 31
Use Passport through Aug 31

Wreath Fineries • Nov 23-24, Dec 7-8, 14-15

Info & tickets for events at GunksWine.com

WINE
Hudson Valley, NY

Visit our members 
for tastings, special
events and more!

Angry Orchard
Walden

Applewood Winery 
Warwick

Baldwin Vineyard
Pine Bush

Benmarl Winery
Marlboro

Brimstone Hill Vineyard
Pine Bush

Brotherhood, America's Oldest Winery
Washingtonville

Clearview Vineyard 
Warwick

Demarest Hill Winery & Distillery
Warwick

Glorie Farm Winery
Marlboro

Magnanini Farm Winery
Wallkill

Palaia Winery & Meadery
Highland Mills

Robibero Winery
New Paltz

Stoutridge Vineyard
Marlboro

Warwick Valley Winery & Distillery
Warwick

Whitecliff Vineyard
Gardiner

HUDSON VALLEY, NY

#GunksWine

TUTHILLTOWN.COM 
LOCATED IN GARDINER, NY 845·419·2964 
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two-and-a-half miles from its winter den.
 Timber rattlers shun very high altitudes, 
but otherwise favor hilly and mountainous 
areas throughout the Appalachians. Once 
more widely distributed in New York State, 
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“Hudson Valley’s Best”

OPEN
Sat. & Sun. 

10 am - 5 pm

DOC
SCHWARZ

& 
Follow Us: 
Facebook 
Instagram

Local Artisan
Crafts Emporium 

658 Ste. Rte. 208, Gardiner, NY

Catering – Catering – Catering – Catering – Catering – Catering

Creative Cuisine
91 Broadway, Kingston NY
In the Historic Waterfront District
Graziano Tecchio | 845-338-3380

Love of food... 
True Italian passion.

New York Times 

PATIO OPEN!
Seasonal Menu • Farm-to-Table

Cakes for 
Grads & Dads
Other desserts
Available 

~ Daily Lunch Specials ~ 

8 Fair St., 
Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7A-5P Sunday: 7A-2P 

Closed Monday

Cake Box 
Bakery/Cafe

they are now found mainly in isolated 
populations in southeastern New York, the 
Southern Tier and the peripheral eastern 

Adirondacks. The state long encouraged 
the killing of venomous snakes, even 
awarding bounties until they were 
outlawed in 1971. Nowadays the timber 
rattlesnake is protected by law. In June of 
2018, a contractor at a construction site 
in the Town of Woodstock was issued a 

summons for possession of threatened 
species parts, after killing a timber rattler 
at a job site and cutting off the head and 
rattle for souvenirs.
 Recovery of rattlesnake populations in 
the state has been slow, due to unregulated 
collection and indiscriminate killing. 
Many are run over by automobiles during 
their most active months, in the summer. 
Female timber rattlers typically don’t 
bear young every year. And their habitat 
is under pressure due to development. 
A battle by environmentalists to save a 
timber rattlesnake den in the Hudson 
Highlands from being dynamited to 
expand a quarry by a mining company 
called Sour Mountain Realty led to some 
precedent-setting court decisions in 1999, 
which established New York’s right to 
enforce the state’s Endangered Species 
Act on private property. Eventually 
Scenic Hudson acquired the threatened 
site and made it part of the Fishkill 
Ridge Conservation Area, linking up the 
northern and southern sections of Hudson 
Highlands State Park.
 What it mostly comes down to is this: If 
you leave rattlers alone, they’ll leave you 
alone. To learn more about them, visit 
www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_
pdf/snakes.pdf. ♦

The rattle starts as a 
single “button” at birth. 
The snake grows 
a new segment with 
each molting, which 
occurs once every 
one-to-two years. 

Local farmers’ markets 

ULSTER COUNTY
Woodstock Farm Festival
Wednesdays 3:30 p.m. to dusk. Park in 
one of Woodstock’s free lots and find the 
market on Maple Lane between Bread 
Alone and Houst & Sons. And once you’ve 
picked up all the locally grown fresh 
veggies, fruit, mushrooms, meat, eggs, 
baked goods, wine, beer and spirits you 
need for the week, make your way back 
to join the freewheeling fun in Mower’s 
field where the live music and prepared 
food vendors are set up. May 29-Oct. 16. 
woodstockfarmfestival.org.

Kingston Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., May 11-Nov. 23 
(summer market). Featuring more than 40 
local food growers/makers and live music 
every week. Wall St. between John and 
Main, Kingston. kingstonfarmersmarket.
org.

Saugerties Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 10 a.m.–2 p.m., May 25 through 
October 26. Fresh and local foods of all 
kinds, music and Kids Art Corner. 115 
Main St., Saugerties, 845-681-1160, 
Contact@SaugertiesFarmersMarket.com, 
saugertiesfarmersmarket.com.

Heart of the Hudson Valley 
Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 9 a.m.-2 p.m., June 22 to mid-
October. 1801-1805 Route 9W, Cluett 
Schantz Park, Milton. http://www.
hhvfarmersmarket.com/.

Mower’s Flea Market
Weekends 9 a.m.-6 p.m., May 18 through 
November, and Wednesdays mini-flea 

DION OGUST
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OPEN:
7-3 MON., TUES., THURS., FRI. & SAT.

8-2 SUN.   /   CLOSED WED.
SERVING

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Outdoor Dining Overlooking 

Stream and Mountains
Burgers • Philly • Reubens

Large variety of Fresh Salads
Boar’s Head Meat & Cheeses
Fresh Chix Cutlet Sandwich

845-586-6266
42287 ST. RTE. 28 • MARGARETVILLE

Next to Brookside Hardware

A Warm Irish Welcome 
Awaits You At

Gastropub • Dining • Events

Eclectic American Cuisine 
with an Irish Twist!

� Featuring Chef Josh Paige �

• Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 3 - 6pm
• Daily Specials
• Irish Music Every Thursday 

Night at 7:30 pm
• Every Sunday!  

— Irish Breakfast w/pint of 
Guinness 12 noon - 3 pm

Beer Garden & screened 
porch open for dining!

Pavilion available for Weddings, 
Parties, Gatherings and More.

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz 
(845) 255-7888

Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm
Best Guinness
in the USA!  

FREE MEMBERSHIP

• Everyday Discount on 
Wine, Spirits & 
Champagne

• Wine, Spirit Tastings Most 
Thursdays - Saturdays

• Value Section Featuring 
Quality Wines starting at 
$3.99 / 750 ml bottle

• All major credit cards accepted

• Open Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm, 
Sun. Noon-5pm

www.jkswineandliquor.com 
(845) 331-6429
Located in Kingston Plaza,

Kingston, NY
Like us 
on Facebook

“Perfect for Your Rehearsal Dinner!”

I T A L I A N  R E S T A U R A N T

f f — Serving —
Lunch Wednesday – Sunday

Dinner Tuesday – Sunday
Closed Monday

www.stellaskingston.com

44 North Front Street
Kingston, NY 12401

phone: 845-331-2210
fax: 845-338-2672

’

Santa Fe Uptown
11 Main St., Kingston • 339-7777

Santa Fe Woodstock
1802 Rte. 28, Woodstock • 657-5555

Sante Fe Tivoli
52 Broadway, Tivoli • 757-4100

Taste
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Antique Fair and 
Flea Market

August 3rd - 4th, 2019
at the Washington County Fairgrounds

Rte. 29, Greenwich, NY (12 mi. East of Saratoga Springs, NY)

$4 admission, 
(65+  $3, under-16 - FREE)

Old-Fashioned Antique Show
featuring 200+ dealers, free parking,  

great food, and real bathrooms.
($10 - Early Buyers -  Fridays before show)

$90 - Dealer Spaces Still Available:
FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY

PO Box 528, Delmar, NY 12054
www.fairgroundshows.com
fairgroundshows@aol.com

Ph. 518-331-5004

Noah’s Ark Antiques
7265 South Broadway, Rt. 9

Red Hook, NY 12571

Buying & Selling 
Fine Antique Furniture   

& Accessories

Store: 845.233.5950
Cell: 914.474.5686

3JunkGirls@gmail.com

LOOKING TO BUY
YOUR HIGH QUALITY VINTAGE

AND CONTEMPORARY WATCHES
Rolex, Omega, Jaeger-LeCoultre, 

Vacheron Constantin, Breitling, IWC, 
Zenith, Panerai, Cartier, Piaget, Patek 
Philippe, and other quality makers in 
working and non-working condition.

Round Lake Antiques Festival
Sat, June 22, 2019 - 8am-6pm
Sun, June 23, 2019 - 9am-5pm

on the Village Greens & Parks of Round Lake, NY
(½ mile east of the Adirondack Northway, exit 11)

The area’s longest running, 
old-fashioned Antique 

Show featuring over 150 
dealers selling antiques, 

toys, furniture, glassware, 
architectural, jewelry, coins, 

guns, and much more.

For Dealer Info or Early Buyer Info:
FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY
PO Box 528, Delmar, NY  12054

www.fairgroundshows.com
fairgroundshows@aol.com

518-331-5004
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RAIN OR SHINE

FREE ADMISSION

during July and August, 3 p.m-dusk., 
mowerssaturdayfleamarket.com.

Rosendale Farmers’ Market
Sundays 10 a.m.-2 p.m., June 
through October. Held behind the 
Rosendale Theatre on Main Street.
rosendalefarmersmarketny.com.

DION OGUST

HERE THIS SUMMER
ANTIQUE DEALERS 
ON OUR GROUND FLOOR
ART • ANTIQUES • BOOKS • COMICS
COLLECTIBLES • DVDS • ELECTRONICS
FURNITURE • HOUSEWARES • JEWELRY
LIGHTING • MEMORABILIA • SILVER
RECORDS • RUGS • TOYS • AND MUCH MORE



Summer 2019 • • 2727Explore Hudson Valley

Antiques & auctions

Artistic Renovations
CHAIR  CANING

KNIFE  SHARPENING
Furniture repair and sales

~ Free estimates ~
hankmildew@gmail.com

845-750-2298

AMERICANA • COUNTRY • PRIMITIVE 

PERIOD JEWELRY • ACCESSORIES 

DECORATIVE FURNITURE • BOOKS

Over 30 DealersOveOOOOOO r 30 DDDDD llllealers

ANTIQUE MARKET

Located behind historic Beekman Arms Hotel
in the center of Rhinebeck, New York

845-876-3477
OPEN EVERY DAY 11 AM - 5 PM

Thrift Shop Downstairs:

HIDDEN 
TREASURES

35 N. Front St., Kingston, NY
331-5439

THE HYDE PARK
ANTIQUES CENTER

Explore 9,000 sq. ft.  
of quality antiques

Eclectic mix of furnishings, 
antiques, collectibles, jewelry  
and other decorative items

Priced for all budgets
——  Open Daily 10 - 5 ——
Multiple dealers, 9,000 sq. ft.

845-229-8200
4192 Albany Post Road (Rt. 9)

Hyde Park, NY
www.hydeparkantiques.net

Industrial. Garden. 
Primitive. Folk Art. 
Americana. Custom.

845.331.3902

Visit MILNE’S ANTIQUES AND DESIGN  & be inspired!

RHINEBECK
ANTIQUE

EMPORIUM
The premier destination 

for decorators, designers 
and collectors...

� NEW INVENTORY DAILY �
7000 sq. ft. multi-dealer shop located 
between Hyde Park & Rhinebeck, NY

Appraisal & Decorator Service

5229 Albany Post Rd
Staatsburg, NY 12580

845-876-8168
www.rhinebeckantiqueemporium.com

Over 600 Exhibitors
Exhibitor Space Available
Free Admission & Parking

No Pets

428 Rt. 216, Stormville, NY • www.stormvilleairportfleamarket.com • 845-221-6561

FLEA MARKET
July 6 & 7 

Aug. 31 & Sept. 1

Oct. 12 & 13 • Nov. 2 & 3
8 am - 4 pm Rain or Shine

ULTIMATE YARD
SALE

300 Families • Sat. Only
June 15 • Sept. 14

9 am - 3 pm Rain or Shine
845-226-1660

STORMVILLE AIRPORT FLEA MARKET

WINE, CIDER & FOOD TRUCK FEST – SEPT. 28TH • 11AM–5PM

New Paltz Farmers’ Market
Sundays 10 a.m.-3 p.m., June 2 through 
October 27. Church Street, New Paltz. 
newpaltzfarmersmarket.org.

DUTCHESS COUNTY

Amenia Farmers’ Market
Fridays 3-7:30 p.m., May through October. 
Vendors sell produce, cheese, flowers and 
maple goods. Knife sharpener onsite for 
cooks. Amenia Town Hall, 4988 NYS Rte. 
22. http://www.ameniafarmersmarket.
com/

Arlington Farmers’ Market
Thursdays, 3-7 p.m., May 30 through 
October 31. For more than 20 years, the 
Arlington Farmers’ Market has been 
offering visitors produce, bread, jam, 
pastries and more. Vassar Alumnae 
Flats Lawn on Raymond Avenue. http://
arlingtonhasit.org/events/farmers-
market/.

Beacon Farmers’ Market
Sundays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., through 
November. Outdoors in the summer, 
indoors in the winter, the market has 

several vendors local to the city, plus live 
music. Buy local produce, honey, seafood, 
coffee and pickled foods. Veterans 
Place between Main & Henry Street 
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(next to the post office). http://www.
beaconfarmersmarket.org/.

Hyde Park Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 9 a.m.-2 p.m., June 1 through 
October 26. Produce, meat, maple 
products, crafts, artwork, live music. 4390 
Route 9 across from town hall. http://
www.hydeparkfarmersmarket.org/.

Millbrook Farmers’ Market
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. through 
October. The market includes a flower 
and garden show, chef demonstrations, 
authors and plenty of food. Municipal 
parking lot opposite Bank of Millbrook, 
3263 Franklin Ave. http://www.
millbrooknyfarmersmarket.com/.

Millerton Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m., May 18 through 
October 26. Outside the Millerton 
Methodist Church, 6 Dutchess Ave. 
http://www.millertonfarmersmarket.org/.
 
Pawling Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m., June 15 through 
October 12. Vegetables, flowers, fruits, 
locally ground coffee, farm-fresh eggs, 
local honey and other foods. Pawling 
Village Green.
 

Poughkeepsie Waterfront Market
Mondays 3-6:30 p.m., June 3 to Sept. 2. 
Features several local farms including 
produce from the Indoor Organic Gardens 
of Poughkeepsie, baked goods and honey. 
75 N. Water St., Poughkeepsie. https://
mhcm.org/visit/poughkeepsie-waterfront-
market/
 
Rhinebeck Farmers’ Market
Sundays 10 a.m.-2p.m., May 5 through 
December 28 (no market December 
29). Since 1994, the Rhinebeck Farmers’ 
Market has given the community access 
to fruits and vegetables, eggs, cheeses and 
a variety of meats, from pork to pheasant. 
http://www.rhinebeckfarmersmarket.
com/.
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY
Hudson Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m., April 27 through 
Nov. 23. 6th Street & Columbia, Hudson. 
hudsonfarmersmarketny.com.
 
ORANGE COUNTY
Goshen Farmers’ Market
Fridays 10 a.m.-5 p.m., May 24 through 
November 1. Goshen Village Square. 
http://goshennychamber.com/ ♦

DION OGUST

Hudson Valley 
Balloon Festival

You don’t need to go all the way to 
New Mexico to enjoy the splendor of 
hot-air balloons massing in the sky, or 
to cross experiencing a skyride in one 
off your bucket list. The much-loved 
Hudson Valley Hot-Air Balloon Festival 
is returning to the Dutchess County 
Fairgrounds in Rhinebeck from 4 p.m. 
Friday to 8 p.m. Sunday, July 12 to 14, for 
its 28th annual visitation.
 When it comes to balloon launches, 
safety comes first, and schedules always 
have to be flexible based on weather 
conditions. So, although tickets are 
already on sale for admission to the 
Fairgrounds, you’ll have to queue up on 
the day in question, with $20 extra cash 
in hand, to secure your chance to go aloft 
for a tethered ride. Three-hour untethered 
rides, by prepurchase only, are available 
for $250 in the morning and $275 in the 
evening. Mass launches – as spectacle only, 
but what a spectacle! – are planned for 6 
p.m. all three days and 6 a.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday. Watching the balloons slowly 
take shape as they’re inflated is a big part 
of the fun.
 The site closes between 9 a.m. and 
noon on Saturday and Sunday. In the 
early-to-midafternoon, when atmospheric 
conditions are never favorable for 
launches, there’s plenty of other stuff to 
do on the ground: live music, beverage 
tastings for the grownups, climbable 
attractions and field games for the 
youngsters, live raptor and reptile shows, 
magicians and clowns and lots of fair food. 
Helicopter rides are also available for an 
extra fee of $70. To see the full schedule, 
visit www.dcrcoc.org/balloonfestschedule.
 Ticket prices are $10 in advance, $14 
at the gate per day general admission; 
$25 in advance/$42 at the gate for the 
full weekend; $8 for seniors and military 

PAUL VANDERWERF
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Art

SAMUEL DORSKY MUSEUM OF ART 
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT NEW PALTZ

www.newpaltz.edu/museum • 845-257-3844

MADNESS IN VEGETABLES:
Hudson Valley Artists 2019
Curated by Alyson Baker and Candice Madey

Scott Serrano, Professor Hitchcock’s Tentacled Jelly Mellon, 2018, courtesy the artist

June 15 – November 10, 2019
Opening reception: Saturday, June 15, 5pm

DORSKY
THE

personnel (Friday at the gate only); free for 
children under age 3. Kids aged 4 to 15 get 
a voucher good for eight carnival games 
with their admission. To purchase advance 
tickets, visit https://bit.ly/2Wssnbg.

Hudson Valley Balloon Festival, Friday, July 
12, 4 p.m.-Sunday, July 14, 8 p.m., $8-$42 en-
try, $20 tethered balloon rides, $70 helicopter 
rides, Dutchess County Fairgrounds, 6550 
Spring Brook Ave. (Rte. 9), Rhinebeck, www.
dcrcoc.org/balloonfesthv.org

King’s Court Brewing 
Company in downtown 
Poughkeepsie

It has been noted that the successful 
emergence of microbreweries around the 
country is all about community, in that 
they promote an atmosphere of sociability 
and neighborliness; where a seven-barrel 
brewhouse is installed in a downtown area 
– say, Poughkeepsie, for example – and 
pedestrian traffic is sufficient and the 
ambiance is publike, people congregate. 
The King’s Court Brewing Company is just 
such a place.
 Built on the ground floor of 40 
Cannon, a beautiful restoration of the 
old Poughkeepsie Hotel, the family-
friendly brewpub is owned and operated 
by Cortlandt Toczylowski and Caroline 
Bergelin, who opened the doors last 
August. Toczylowski’s eight years of 
brewing craft beer included stints at 
Drake’s Brewing, E. J. Phair and, most 
recently, as brewmaster at Barebottle 
Brewing in San Francisco. “This is the 
second brewery we built and the first 
one we own,” he says. “I’ve been brewing 
beer since high school, and I attended UC 
Davis for its Master Brewer’s Certificate 
Program.”

 Originally from Connecticut and 
Brooklyn, respectively, the couple 
landed in the Hudson Valley for its more 
reasonable cost of living and the viability 
of running a business here. “Forty Cannon 
is a cultural hub, a place that people can 
frequent year-around. People work in the 
neighborhood, and they feel comfortable 
dropping in. And it was feasible. We had 
no investors; we wanted to do it on our 
own.”
 The space is open and bright, with 
access to an outdoor seating area in the 
back. Brewing tanks are situated in two 
areas behind the bar. A kitchen is in the 

planning stages, but for now people can 
bring in their own snacks or order for 
delivery from local eateries. Space can 
be reserved for private parties, like the 
Guns and Hoses Civic Center hockey 
game afterparty and the Books & Brew 
Book Club meetings on Wednesdays. On 
weekends, food trucks can be parked out 
back next to the patio.
 And about the beer: A two-page menu 
outlines a sumptuous variety of beers 
ranging from the 4.8 percent Mind 
Bender strawberry sauer to an 11.6 percent 
Saga City barleywine ale. Flights of tasters 
introduce beer-lovers to these and a slew 

King’s Court Brewing Company is 
owned and operated by Cortlandt 
Toczylowski and Caroline Bergelin

ANN HUTTON
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Art

of others, most of which can be purchased 
in single cans or bottles, too. Expertly 
crafted with care and attention to both 
tradition and innovation, the IPAs, stouts 
and kölsches have distinct flavors – and, 
one presumes, effects. I recommend the 
Gate Keeper, a chocolaty, malty, robust 
porter that slides down the gullet like silk.
 The King’s Court Brewing Company 
is located at 40 Cannon Street, Suite 
1 in Poughkeepsie. Current hours of 
operation are Thursday and Friday from 
4 to 10 p.m., Saturday from 2 to 10 p.m. 
and Sunday from 2 to 8 p.m. For more 
info, call (917) 697-3030 or visit www.
kingscourtbrewingcompany.com.

– Ann Hutton

Bethel Woods marks 
Woodstock festival’s 
50th anniversary

I
n case you missed it, the Genera-
tion Gap is back with a vengeance. 
That term was first widely used by 
sociologists in the 1960s to describe 

the rejection by the Baby Boom genera-
tion of the values of their parents, who 
had grown up with the privations of 
the Great Depression and later gladly 
embraced the material comforts of a 

thriving postwar economy. Much of that 
rejection took the form of what we now 
remember, fondly or otherwise, as the 
Counterculture, which reached its mo-
ment of apotheosis at the Woodstock 
Festival, 50 years ago this summer.
 Broadly speaking, the youth who went 
to Woodstock, or envied from afar those 
who actually got to go, were of a mind 

to change the world for the better – to 
“get ourselves back to the Garden,” as Joni 
Mitchell wrote in her song “Woodstock.” 
Opposition to the Vietnam War, in 
particular, fueled a great dissatisfaction 
with the status quo, made questioning 
authority acceptable and awakened 
interest in many other political causes: 
civil rights, the women’s movement, 
denuclearization, environmentalism, 
ending US support for Latin American 
dictatorships, advocating LGBTQ rights, 
disability rights and more.
 Many of that generation elected to 
pursue careers based on what Buddhists 
call “right livelihood” rather than 
competitive salaries and benefits. Many 
others, however, found their enthusiasm 
for political activism waning once the 
danger of being drafted and sent to Nam 
went away. 
 In some significant ways, the world 
actually is a better place today than it was 
in 1969; compare photos of summer smog 
in Manhattan then and now, if you need 
proof. But many things are, undeniably, 
still awful. There are still far too many 
racists and xenophobes in America, though 
they’d deny those descriptions, and there 
are people in positions of high authority 
today who are no better than Alabama 
governor George Wallace was back then. 
The Pentagon still dominates the federal 
budget, and we’re always, always at war 
somewhere in the world. Climate change 
is at or near, or has perhaps even passed, 

In case you missed it, the Generation Gap is back with a vengeance. 
Maybe what we all need to facilitate intergenerational communication is 
to take some fi eld trips together to the Museum at Bethel Woods. 

BETHEL WOODS CENTER FOR THE ARTS
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a critical tipping point that will put many 
of our cities underwater within decades. 
The poor stay poor. And Millennials and 
their younger counterparts (apparently 
called Generation Z, though that term 
hasn’t quite stuck yet) are having great 
difficulty finding jobs that pay enough to 
live on their own, buy a house or raise a 
family – even with college degrees and in 
a supposedly robust economy.
 Who’s at fault, in their eyes? Baby 
Boomers, who couldn’t or didn’t fix 
everything that was wrong with the 
world that they inherited. For the young 
who were not born into wealth, material 
success is a fantasy, not something that 
can be declined to make a sociopolitical 
statement. They see Boomers as privileged 
and smug and blind to advantages. Don’t 
even try to tell them that many of their 
elders also know what it was (or still is) 
to struggle financially. “Woke” Millennials 
and Gen-Zers are embracing ageism even 
as they reject every other -ism imaginable. 
 Some Boomers are taking the bait 
and engaging in silly “generation wars” 
rhetoric, accusing Millennials of ruining 
all sorts of cultural and technological 
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Shopping phenomena about which we feel nostalgic. 
Others who believe we did the best we 
could with bad material, who would like 
those woke youth to find role models 
among us, simply feel stunned by the 
notion that the current state of the 
world sucks because we screwed up, or 
got too greedy. Once we were the youth 
culture; now the youth culture no longer 
recognizes us as allies. We have eaten of 
the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, forfeiting our long-cherished 
innocence, and now the Garden is kicking 
us out.
 Maybe what we all need to facilitate 
intergenerational communication is 
to take some field trips together to the 
Museum at Bethel Woods. Younger 
visitors might benefit from the history 
lesson, the immersion in the politics 
of the day, on view in that institution’s 
permanent Main Exhibit, “Woodstock 
and the Sixties.” Veterans of that decade 
will be reminded of the ideals that we once 
held dear and hadn’t yet negotiated away 
bit by bit to cope with the demands of real 
life. According to its mission statement, 
the Museum “embodies the key ideals 
of the era we interpret: peace, respect, 
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cooperation, creativity, engagement and 
a connection to the planet we live on and 
all the people who inhabit it.” Sounds like 
potential common ground, no?
 Better yet, the Museum is marking 
the festival’s semicentennial year with 
a special exhibit titled “We Are Golden: 
Reflections on the 50th Anniversary of 
the Woodstock Festival and Aspirations 
for a Peaceful Future.” The curators are 
describing it as “a very special exhibition 
that examines Woodstock and what the 
youth of 1969 wanted for the world, places 
the festival in the context of the positive 
societal changes it has spawned and asks 
today’s youth what they are asking the 
world to do now. Concert for Bangladesh, 
Live Aid, Farm Aid, We Are the World, 
Earth Day, the Peace Movement, Women’s 
Movement, LGBTQ Movement, #metoo, 
the Women’s March and student gun 
control movement all have their roots 
in the 1960s. This exhibition uses the 
1969 Woodstock Music and Art Fair as 
a metaphor for the tumult and human 
response of the entire decade of the Sixties 
in the hope that young people today may 
draw inspiration to articulate what it is 
that they want from their own world in 

their own time.”
 Well, that sounds at least a little hopeful. 
Over in the Crossroads exhibit gallery, 
another 50th-anniversary special exhibit, 
“We Are Stardust,” will present objects 
and interpretation related to the Apollo 
11 lunar landing, which took place in July 
1969, just weeks before the Woodstock 
Music and Art Fair. It will interpret 
objects and history surrounding the Moon 
landing through the lens of American 

culture, examining the effect of the Cold 
War/space race, American space program, 
“Moon mania” and the eventual national 
success of putting the first man on the 
Moon on the lives of everyday Americans 
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at the end of the tumultuous 1960s.
 The Corridor Gallery Exhibit houses 
“Three Days of Peace & Music: The 
Musicians of the Woodstock Festival,” a 
new semi-permanent exhibit featuring 
vignettes on each of the 32 groups who 
performed at Woodstock, from Richie 
Havens to Jimi Hendrix. You can get 
a taste of the sometimes-obscure lore 
surrounding these performances in trustee 
Wade Lawrence’s blog on the museum’s 
website at https://bit.ly/31jcIPq.
 But perhaps more urgently needed in 
this politically fraught time is “Election 
’68: The Whole World Is Watching.” 
Crucial contextual events and movements 
like the Vietnam War, civil rights and the 
assassinations of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy provide a 
background for the tumultuous 1968 
presidential election and its aftermath. 
“We felt that it was important to highlight 
this election, as there are many parallels 
that can be drawn between then and 
now, namely divisive political figures, 
strong social justice movements and the 
polarization of political belief throughout 
the country,” note the curators. “As we 
continue to navigate through choppy 
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waters in our country today, perhaps we 
can look back on the events of the 1960s 
and ’70s and see ourselves reflected 
there. What lessons can we take from our 
political past?”
 It might indeed be instructive today to 
compare the refusal of some disaffected 
Eugene McCarthy supporters to vote in 
the general election for the Democratic 
nominee, Hubert Humphrey (who lost 
to Richard Nixon by only half a million 
votes), to the role of “Bernie-or-bust” 
voters who opted out or turned to Jill 
Stein in 2016, rather than support Hillary 
Clinton. (To be fair, in 1968 right-wing 
third-party candidate Wallace siphoned 
off another 10 million Dixiecrat votes, 
mostly from Nixon.) Boomers can have 
fun arguing with younger museumgoers 
about whether turning to a more purist, 
progressive nominee in 1972 was such a 
great idea, and whether that analogy still 
holds. And maybe everyone can come 
away from the discussion with a better 
sense of nuance instead of blaming one 
another.
 Am I making a trip to Bethel Woods 
sound like a dose of castor oil, tonic but 
nasty-tasting? Let’s have a quick look 

at the fun stuff planned there for this 
milestone summer. The actual site of the 
original Woodstock festival has conceded 
the right to the official 50th-anniversary 
concert weekend, jam-packed with big-
name contemporary musical acts and a 
handful of veterans from 1969, to Michael 
Lang; it’ll be held in Watkins Glen, even 
farther from Woodstock than Sullivan 
County. But the Bethel Woods Center 
for the Arts will still have its share of the 
musical action during what it’s calling 
Anniversary Week, from August 15 to 18, 
declaring its intent “to welcome all who 
wish to visit the historic site and museum, 
to hear music where history was made and 
to reflect and celebrate the legacy of this 
hallowed ground.”
 Anniversary Week will include extended 
hours and docent tours, culminating with 
an outdoor screening on Thursday, August 
15 of the documentary Woodstock: The 
Director’s Cut on the historic festival field 
itself. On Friday, August 16, Ringo Starr 
and his All-Starr Band will headline a 
concert on the Pavilion Stage, along with 
original festival veterans Arlo Guthrie and 
Edgar Winter. On Saturday, August 17, 
Santana, who made their breakthrough 

performance here 50 years ago on this 
date, return to the Bethel Woods Pavilion 
Stage, to be joined this time by the Doobie 
Brothers. Another show, John Fogerty 
with the Tedeschi Trucks Band and Grace 
Potter, is in the works for Sunday, August 
18.
 Tickets for the film screening and 
the Santana show are already on sale 
at www.bethelwoodscenter.org, and are 
also available through Ticketmaster at 
(800) 745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.
com. Admission to the Museum at 
Bethel Woods is half-price for concert 
ticketholders three hours before showtime 
every evening Pavilion or Event Gallery 
concert day. 

– Frances Marion Platt

Rock Junket off ers 
weekend Woodstock 
celebrity tours

Rock Junket, New York’s original rock 
‘n’ roll walking tours company, offers a 
music walking tour of Woodstock. See 
sites associated with rock royalty, timed to 

There will be an outdoor screening of the documentary Woodstock: The Director’s Cut on the historic festival 
fi eld on Thursday, August 15 at 5 p.m. 
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coincide with the 50th anniversary of the 
original Woodstock concert in Bethel. In 
a relaxing two-hour stroll through history, 
participants will visit sites related to Bob 
Dylan, the Band, Todd Rundgren, Jimi 
Hendrix, Muddy Waters, Van Morrison 
and more. The walks are scheduled to 
take place Saturdays and Sundays be-
tween May 24 and September 2. The tour 
includes a limited-edition free poster. The 
cost is $49 per person.

Rock Junket in Woodstock, Saturday/Sunday, 
May 24-September 2, 4 p.m./1 p.m., Happylife 
Productions, 54 Tinker St., Woodstock, (917) 
375-3258, https://rockjunket.com

Maverick Concerts’ 
104th season lineup

A
lthough the upcoming 

season of Maverick Concerts 
will be its 104th – that’s right, 
it has been going uninter-

rupted for 104 years – the series changes 
in interesting ways from year to year. For 
most of its history, Maverick offered only 
Sunday afternoon concerts during the 
summer. During the tenure of music di-
rector Alexander Platt, the series added 

regular Saturday night concerts, and in-
troduced jazz and other nonclassical mu-
sic on some of those Saturdays. This year, 
only one Saturday concert will be classi-
cal music: the annual Maverick Chamber 
Orchestra Concert conducted by Platt.
 In fact, the season begins, on June 29, 
with the start of Jazz at the Maverick: the 
Bill Charlap Trio. The following Saturday, 
July 6, Happy Traum & Friends present a 
Pete Seeger celebration. Other Saturdays 

offer the Nilson Matta Brazilian Jazz 
Quartet on July 13, “An Evening of Music 
and Meditation” with Frederic Chiu 
(a classical pianist) and Stephen Cope 
on July 27, the Christian Sands Trio 
on August 3, Indian Ragas with Barun 
Kumar Pal, Samir Chatterjee and Steve 
Gorn (a Maverick favorite) on August 
10 and Karl Berger’s All-Star Sextet on 
August 31.
 The classical programming remains 

DION OGUST
Although the upcoming season of Maverick concerts will be its 104th – that’s right, it has been going 
uninterrupted for 104 years – the series changes in interesting ways from year to year.

The season begins, on June 29, with the Bill Charlap Trio.
PHILIPPE LEVY-STAB
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strong. Among the highlights are the 
Shanghai Quartet (sure to sell out) on 
June 30, the Escher String Quartet on 
July 7 and the Pacifica Quartet on August 
25, a concert that includes Elliott Carter’s 
groundbreaking String Quartet No. 2. 
That aforementioned Maverick Chamber 
Orchestra Concert on August 24 includes 
a chamber arrangement of Mahler’s The 
Song of the Earth, along with works by 
Berio and Glass; the singers in the Mahler 
are Elizabeth Bishop and Barry Banks, 
both from the Metropolitan Opera. The 
series also includes, for the first time, a 
lecture, “Shostakovich and His World in 
the 1960s,” by Klara Moricz of Amherst 
College on Thursday, July 11.
 Start times are generally 8 p.m. on 
Saturdays and 4 p.m. on Sundays, but they 
do vary occasionally. As usual, the season 
includes several Saturday morning “Young 
Mavericks” events. So, for more complete 
information, including ticket sales and 
reservations, go to www.maverickconcerts.org.

– Leslie Gerber

Bard SummerScape 
2019 celebrates Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold 

B
ard SummerScape is seri-
ously on a roll. Its revisionist 
2015 production of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s Oklaho-

ma! was quickly picked up by St. Anne’s 
Warehouse in Brooklyn, moved to Circle 
in the Square in April and announced 
an extension of its Broadway run into 
2020 just as it was getting nominated 
for eight Tony Awards, including Best 
Revival of a Musical and Best Director 
for Daniel Fish. You could have seen it 
at the Fisher Center for much less than 
tickets are going for now, had you only 
known what a smash it would become.
 The good news is that every summer, you 
get another opportunity to catch some up-
and-coming stagework at SummerScape 
before the rest of the planet discovers 
it. This year, Fish – who first developed 

his nervy spin on Oklahoma! as a Bard 
student production in 2007 – will be back 
with a newish musical titled Acquanetta, 
which had its premiere in 2017 at New 
York’s Prototype Festival. With songs 
composed by Bang on a Can co-founder 
Michael Gordon and a libretto by Deborah 
Artman, Acquanetta is the story of a 
B-movie star with a mysterious past.  Her 
real name was Mildred Davenport, but 
the exotic beauty perhaps best-known for 
Tarzan and the Leopard Woman is said to 
have given a different version of her past 
in every interview. Combining theater, 
opera and film in a haunting meditation 
on identity, transformation, types and 
typecasting, Acquanetta will have ten 
performances between July 11 and 21 
in Bard’s LUMA Theater, the black-box 
space just to the left of the Fisher Center’s 
Sosnoff Theater.
 What makes this play particularly 
apt for the 2019 lineup is the fact that 
SummerScape’s central event, the Bard 
Musical Festival, this year will focus for the 
first time on a composer best-remembered 

PETER AARON | ESTO

Among the most anticipated summer pleasures of the mid-Hudson Valley is Bard SummerScape, which uses a 
celebration of a different particular composer each year as an excuse to unlock a treasure chest full of cultural 
delights that look both backwards and forwards in time. Pictured above: The Frank Gehry-designed Richard B. 
Fisher Center for the Performing Arts at Bard.
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for his film scores: Erich Wolfgang 
Korngold (1897-1957). An Austrian Jew 
and child prodigy who was lauded as a 
genius by the likes of Gustav Mahler 
and Richard Strauss, Korngold had 
already established a strong reputation 
in Europe as a Romantic composer and 
pianist before fleeing the rise of Nazism 
to work in Hollywood. He is credited as 

the first to bring lush orchestral scores 
to the silver screen, winning Oscars for 
Anthony Adverse and The Adventures 
of Robin Hood, propelling Errol Flynn 
to stardom in a series of swashbuckling 
adventure movies and later inspiring 
several generations of film composers. 
John Williams credits Korngold’s score 
for King’s Row as his major influence for 
the Star Wars scores.
 Korngold’s first enormous success was 
the 1920 opera Die tote Stadt (The Dead 
City), and that will be performed as the 
final program of the 30th Bard Music 
Festival, “Korngold and His World,” to 
be held over the weekends of August 9-11 
(“Korngold and Vienna”) and August 16-
18 (“Korngold in America”). But by 1927, 
when he premiered Das Wunder der 
Heliane (The Miracle of Heliane), the opera 
that he regarded as his masterwork, the 
critical tide had turned against Korngold’s 
conservative compositional style. Heliane 
never made it to a US production – until 
now. The erotically charged parable of a 
ruthless despot, his beautiful wife and 
a messianic stranger will join the list of 
“unjustly forgotten” operas exhumed as 
an ongoing Bard SummerScape tradition. 
Directed by Christian Räth, the American 
premiere of The Miracle of Heliane will 
feature soprano Ausrine Stundyte, tenor 
Daniel Brenna and bass/baritone Alfred 
Walker, backed by the Bard Festival 
Chorale and American Symphony 
Orchestra under Leon Botstein’s baton. 
There will be five performances in the 
Sosnoff Theater between July 26 and 
August 4.

AKG -IMAGES

SummerScape’s central event, the Bard Musical Festival, will focus on a composer 
best-remembered for his fi lm scores: Erich Wolfgang Korngold. An Austrian Jew 
and child prodigy who was lauded as a genius by the likes of Gustav Mahler and 
Richard Strauss, Korngold had already established a strong reputation in Europe as 
a composer and pianist before fl eeing the rise of Nazism to work in Hollywood. 

John Williams credits 
Korngold’s score for 
King’s Row as his 
major infl uence for 
the Star Wars scores.

Mercy is a SummerScape dance commission choreographed by Ronald 
K. Brown that will be getting its world premiere at Bard’s Sosnoff Theater, 
with original music written and performed live by Meshell Ndegeocello.

MATT KARAS
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Health

 SummerScape 2019’s big dance offering, 
kicking the festival into high gear over the 
weekend of July 5 to 7, features Ronald 
K. Brown’s Evidence, A Dance Company 
performing Grace and Mercy. Blending 
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Health modern dance and West African idioms to 
depict a spiritual journey to the Promised 
Land, Grace is a reworking of a piece 
originally created by Brown for the Alvin 
Ailey Dance Theater in 1998. Mercy is a 
SummerScape commission that will be 
getting its world premiere at Bard’s Sosnoff 
Theater, with original music written and 
performed live by Meshell Ndegeocello.
 The SummerScape film series, 
“Korngold and the Poetry of Cinema,” 
will run from July 25 to August 18. It will 
feature four movies scored by Korngold 
– A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1935), 
Captain Blood (1935), The Sea Wolf (1941) 
and King’s Row (1942) – plus two films 
exploring Viennese culture in the early 
decades of the 20th century and three later 
Hollywood movies scored by composers 
heavily influenced by Korngold. Cabaret, 
live music and after-hours dancing will 
return to the Bard Spiegeltent from June 
29 until SummerScape winds up on August 
17.
 Ticket prices for Bard SummerScape 
offerings range from free for a panel 
discussion and $10 for a movie to $25-
$75 for a concert and $125 for a full-blown 
opera production. To purchase, and to view 
the full schedule, visit http://fishercenter.
bard.edu/summerscape or call the Richard 
B. Fisher Center for the Performing Arts 
box office at (845) 758-7900.

– Frances Marion Platt

Aston Magna’s summer 
concerts to be held at 
three Hudson venues 

S
ince its founding in 1972, 
the Aston Magna music 
festival has presented his-
torically informed perfor-

mances of (mostly) early music. It was 
originally located at the Aston Magna 
estate in the Berkshires, home of the 
great American violinist Albert Spald-
ing. Every summer, Aston Magna has 
presented a series of concerts, prod-
ucts of its weeks of rehearsals, seminars 
and gatherings devoted to music from 
the Renaissance to the classical era.
  After relocating from its original home, 
the festival moved to Bard College, where 
it held one of its three performances 
of each program. The festival is now 
located at Brandeis College. It continued 
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to present performances at Bard, but its 
audience dwindled. At the end of the 
series two years ago, music director Daniel 
Stepner announced that there would be 
no further performances at Bard.
 Last season, Aston Magna tried out 
various venues in the Berkshires and 

upper Hudson Valley. Surprisingly, one 
of the most successful was the theater at 
Time & Space, Ltd. in Hudson, where a 
single concert attracted almost as many 
people as had attended the entire last 
season. For the 2019 festival, Aston 
Magna returns to Hudson for four of its 
six concerts.
 The western part of the season begins at 
Time & Space on July 5 with “The Birth of 
the String Quartet,” played by an ensemble 
including Stepner on period instruments. 
The July 11 to 13 concerts, “Music in 
the Age of Peter Paul Reubens,” will be 
played in Amenia and Great Barrington 
in addition to the first performance at 
Brandeis. On July 19, “The World of Henry 
Purcell” comes to Time & Space, with an 
ensemble of five instrumentalists and 
four singers. On July 26, a highly varied 
program called “Bach, Pachelbel and Villa-
Lobos” will be performed at Hudson Hall, 

also in Hudson. This concert includes 
Pachelbel’s famous Canon accompanied 
by its original Gigue (and, presumably, 
played at authentic Baroque tempo: much 
faster than the drowsy versions usually 
heard today). The great Dominique 
Labelle will sing Villa-Lobos’ glorious 
Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5. For the last 

regular concert of the season, “Schubert 
and Beethoven” on August 2, the venue 
shifts to the Hudson Area Library. The 
pianist will be the renowned Baroque 
and ragtime specialist Joshua Rifkin. 
The season finale on August 8 will be 
performed only in Great Barrington.
 All concerts begin at 7:30 p.m., with 

For the “Schubert and 
Beethoven” concert 
on August 2, the pianist 
will be the renowned 
Baroque and ragtime 
specialist Joshua Rifkin. 

Last season, Aston Magna 
tried out various venues in the 
Berkshires and the Hudson Valley. 
One of the most successful was 
the theater at Time & Space, Ltd. 
in Hudson.

DION OGUST
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 HANFORD MILLS MUSEUM
51 COUNTY HWY 12,  EAST MEREDITH,  NY

 HANFORDMILLS .ORG  •   607-2 78-574 4

EXPLORE THE POWER OF THE PAST! 
Take a guided tour of an historic  

water- and steam-powered sawmill, gristmill  
and woodworking shop in the Catskills.

Open Wednesdays—Sundays, 10-5.
 Kids 12 & under always receive free admission.

Independence Day Celebration on July 4 

Old-fashioned family fun, with a kids’ 
fishing derby, frog-jumping contests, 
Mill demonstrations, field games, BBQ, 
music, and ice cream made on a steam-
powered churn.

Free Family Saturdays

On June 15, July 20, and August 10,  
come enjoy kid-friendly fun and 
hands-on learning. Free admission 
for 2 adults when accompanied by 
a child under 18

a pre-concert talk beginning at 6:45. 
Much further information is available 

at www.astonmagna.org. It should be a 
great pleasure to have these world-class 

concerts back in our area.
– Leslie Gerber

PianoSummer 
at SUNY-New Paltz 

“W
hat’s new at Pi-
anoSummer this 
year?” I asked 
its founder and 

director, Vladimir Feltsman. “Noth-
ing,” he replied. “The last time we had 
something new was three years ago.” 
That was the first year sponsors made it 
possible for the students (22 this year), 
who are the central purpose of Piano-
Summer, to attend without any fees 
for housing and study. “Of course,” says 

Feltsman, “this has led to an increas-
ing quality of the pianists who come 
to study here. The level is very high.”
 Piano-lovers who attend PianoSummer 
events will have plenty of opportunity to 
sample the qualities of these students. 
They will participate in three student 
recitals, on July 12, 18 and 25, all at 7 p.m. 
The annual Jacob Flier Competition for 
PianoSummer students takes place on 
July 15 and 17 at 3 p.m. And PianoSummer 
students will show their abilities to play 
and to respond to guidance at master 
classes on July 11 and 19, also at 3 p.m.
 There may not be an emphasis on new 
events this year at PianoSummer, although 
a discussion by Adrian Farmer of Nimbus 
Records (Feltsman’s label) on making 
recordings, July 23 at 3 p.m., is certainly 
something new, as is a public roundtable 
faculty discussion, which opens the 
Festival on July 9 at 3 p.m. But there will 
be some new faces at the Festival. The 
Faculty Gala concert, on July 13 at 7 p.m., 
includes new faculty member HaeSun 
Paik and guest Alexandre Moutouzkine, 
along with familiar pianists (Feltsman, 

Feltsman describes 
pianist Vadym 
Kholodenko as “one 
of the strongest pianists 
of his generation.” 
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Robert Hamilton, Philip Kawin and Paul 
Ostrovsky). Moutouzkine, who teaches 
at the Manhattan School of Music, has 
toured the world. Among his recordings 
is a live performance of Chopin’s Études: 
certainly a daring undertaking. Feltsman 
describes pianist Vadym Kholodenko 
as “one of the strongest pianists of his 
generation.” He is a Gold Medal-winner 
at the Van Cliburn Competition, and, 
since winning the competition, he has 
made a batch of CDs including Prokofiev’s 
complete Piano Concertos. Kholodenko’s 
solo recital on July 20 includes works of 
Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin-Godowsky 
and a Tchaikovsky Piano Sonata you’ve 
probably never heard. Kholodenko will 
also lead a master class on July 20.
 PianoSummer events are uniformly 
priced at $10, except for the three 
evening special concert events. The 
final one of these, on July 26, features 
three prizewinners from last year’s Flier 
Competition. Tickets are now available at 
www.newpaltz.edu/piano/events.

– Leslie Gerber

PianoSummer at SUNY-New Paltz, July 9-26, 
Julien J. Studley Th eatre, Old Main Build-
ing, SUNY-New Paltz; (845) 247-7869, www.
newpaltz.edu/piano/events.

Hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Festival: 
Cyrano, Cymbeline, 
Much Ado and 
Into the Woods

I
t’s always tough to decide which 
shows to catch at any new sum-
mer season of the Hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Festival (HVSF), but 

2019 – its 33rd year – is shaping up 
to be tougher than most. This year’s 
lineup, running in repertory from 
June 9 through August 31, includes 
the usual two Shakespeare plays plus 

PianoSummer founder/artistic 
director Vladimir Feltsman.

two by other authors. But every one 
seems like a treat too good to pass up.
 For one thing, HVSF is mounting its 
first musical production ever! And it’s 
a doozy: Stephen Sondheim and James 
Lapine’s modern classic that puts a dark 
new twist on familiar fairy tales, Into 
the Woods. Jenn Thompson directs, and 
the cast includes Kendall Cafaro, Kayla 
Coleman, Jon Cook, Laura Darrell, 
Brandon Dial, Rhett Guter, George 
Merrick, Jason O’Connell, Luis Quintero, 
Leenya Rideout, Timiki Salinas, Britney 
Simpson, Ryan Washington and Nance 

Williamson.
 HVSF’s longtime treasure Jason 
O’Connell will also star in the New York 
premiere of his own new adaptation of 
Edmond Rostand’s Cyrano, co-written 
with Brenda Withers and co-produced 
by Two River Theater. Meredith 
McDonough directs a cast that also 
stars Britney Simpson as Roxane, with 
George Merrick, Luis Quintero and 
Nance Williamson in multiple parts. If 
you’ve ever seen O’Connell at work, you 
know that Cyrano is the perfect role for 
his full-throttle comedic talents.

HUDSON VALLEY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

The Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival theater tent at Boscobel
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 And which Shakespeare play to pick? 
The ever-popular witty wordsmithery 
of Much Ado about Nothing, in which 
romance-averse Beatrice (Tina Chilip) 
and Benedick (Charlie Semine) engage 
in acid verbal sparring, even as mutual 
friends try to trick them into falling in 
love? HVSF stalwart Kurt Rhoads as 
Constable Dogberry should be worth the 
price of admission all by himself. Directed 
by May Adrales, the rest of the cast 
includes Kendall Cafaro, Kayla Coleman, 
Jon Cook, Brandon Dial, Michael Early, 
José Gamo, Stephen Paul Johnson, Sean 
McNall, Timiki Salinas, Stephen Michael 
Spencer, Alexandra Templer and Ryan 
Washington.
 But then, how can we miss Cymbeline, 
among the more rarely performed of the 
Bard’s plays? One of his late romances, 
it’s set in ancient Britain and features one 
of his most beguiling girls-disguised-as-
boys, the resourceful princess Imogen 
(Alexandra Templer). The cast also 
includes Kendall Cafaro, Tina Chilip, 
Kayla Coleman, Jon Cook, Brandon Dial, 

Michael Early, José Gamo, Stephen Paul 
Johnson, Sean McNall, Kurt Rhoads, 
Timiki Salinas, Charlie Semine, Stephen 
Michael Spencer and Ryan Washington. 
HVSF artistic director Davis McCallum 
directs.
 The season will also feature a couple of 
free matinées and touring performances of 
HVSF’s remounted spring 2019 regional 
school tour of Julius Caesar. Some policy 
and pricing changes have been made, 
including the elimination of various 
processing fees; a new ability to exchange 
tickets up to one week in advance for a 

HVSF’s longtime treasure Jason 
O’Connell will also star in the New York 
premiere of his own new adaptation of 
Edmond Rostand’s Cyrano

different date, for a $10 fee; and a flat $10 
price, any night, for seats with obstructed 
views.
 Tickets for the entire season are now 
on sale; prices vary by day of the week 
and location, topping out at $100 for 
primo seats on a Saturday night. To 
order – once you’ve made up your mind 
– call (845) 265-9575, e-mail boxoffice@
hvshakespeare.org or visit https://
hvshakespeare.org.

– Frances Marion Platt

Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival , June 
9-Aug. 31, $10-$100, HVSF Th eater Tent at 
Boscobel House & Gardens, 1601 Rte. 9D, 
Garrison, (845) 265-9575, boxoffi  ce@hvs-
hakespeare.org, https://hvshakespeare.org

Shadowland’s theater 
lineup in Ellenville

L
ooking for a place to en-
joy professional-quality live 
theater that captures the pe-
riod ambiance of vaudeville’s 

heyday? Look no further than Ellen-
ville, where Shadowland Stages has just 
launched their 35th anniversary season. 
It’s a terrific space where every seat 
has a great view of the action, and the 
talent on display is always topnotch.
 The first play on this year’s list is a new 
drama by D. W. Gregory, Memoirs of a 

Forgotten Man. Based on true events, it 
chronicles the tale of Alexei S., a Soviet 
journalist with perfect memory who is 
seen as a threat by Stalin’s propaganda 
machine and targeted by a government 
censor. The play opened on June 1 and 
will run through June 16, Memoirs 
will be Shadowland’s first production 
as a member of the National New Play 
Network: an alliance of American theaters 
dedicated to developing new work. 
 Jen Silverman’s thoughtful comedy 
The Roommate begins previews on June 
21, opens on June 22 and runs through 
July 14. When Iowan empty-nester 
Sharon decides that it’s time to take on 
a roommate, Robyn, a stranger from the 
Bronx, answers the call. Together this 
mismatched couple reinvent themselves 
in a delightful story of later-in-life 
transformation.
 The comedy centerpiece of the season 
is the classic whodunit Shear Madness, 
rarely performed outside Boston and 
Washington, DC. A murder is committed 
and audience members get to spot the 
clues, question the suspects and ultimately 
solve the funniest mystery in the annals 
of crime. Shear Madness previews on July 
19, opens on July 20 and runs through 
August 18.
 The laughs continue with Joe DiPietro’s 
heartwarming comedy about family, faith 
and food, Over the River and through 
the Woods, previewing on August 23 

JEFF KNAPP | SHADOWLAND

The fi rst play of Shadowland’s season is a new drama by D. W. Gregory, 
Memoirs of a Forgotten Man. Based on true events, it chronicles the tale of 
Alexei S., a Soviet journalist with perfect memory who is seen as a threat by 
Stalin’s propaganda machine and targeted by a government censor. 
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with an August 24 opening and running 
through September 8. When their favorite 
grandchild receives a great job offer on the 
West Coast, two sets of grandparents find 
that they’ll go to any length to keep him 
in town.
 In 2010, Shadowland scored a hit 
with a production of actor/playwright 
Jeff Daniels’ play Guest Artist, starring 
John Astin. Previewing on September 
13, opening on the 14th and running 
through September 29, Daniels’ newest 
drama, Flint, will grace the Ellenville 
stage. Flint is a tough and honest 
portrayal of two couples (one black, one 
white), neighbors who have seen their 
lives greatly diminished two-and-a-half 
years after losing their jobs at the Flint, 
Michigan automobile plant. Their lives 
and relationships unravel as they lose 
their grip on their chance at the American 
Dream. It all comes to a head on a Friday 
evening in September 2014, six weeks 
before the state announced a problem 
with the city’s water.
 The regular season will finish with 
the heartfelt and hilarious Cry It Out by 
Kingston-based playwright Molly Smith 
Metzler, whose comedy Elemenopea was 
a big hit for Shadowland in 2018. In the 
suburbs of Long Island, where the haves 

and have-nots live side-by-side, two new 
mothers create a strong bond despite their 
differences. Through daily conversations 
in their adjoining backyards during their 
kids’ nap time, these women create a 
powerful friendship. But the stakes are 
raised when a third mom asks to join the 
group. Cry It Out previews October 4, 
opens on the 5th and runs through October 
20.
 Tickets for Shadowland Stages 
productions cost $31 to $39, and can 
be reserved by calling (845) 647-5511 
or visiting www.shadowlandstages.org. 
Shadowland is located at 157 Canal Street 
in Ellenville.

– Frances Marion Platt

Powerhouse Theater 
season at Vassar

I
t’s time once again to peruse the 
lineup of plays in store for the sum-
mer season at Vassar’s Powerhouse 
Theater, presented in collaboration 

with New York Stage and Film. You know, 
Powerhouse: that place where, in 2013 
alone, you could have caught workshop 
versions of both Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 

Hamilton and Steve Martin and Edie 
Brickell’s Bright Star. If you’re not gifted 
with precognition, the surest way to an-
ticipate what stage hit is in the making is 
simply to attend plenty of each summer’s 
offerings on the Vassar College campus.
 The schedule for the season – running 
from June 20 through July 28 – can be 
viewed online at https://powerhouse.
vassar.edu.  The most instantly 
recognizable playwright being featured 
this summer is Pulitzer Prizewinner Beth 
Henley (Crimes of the Heart), whose new 
work, Lightning (or The Unbuttoning), 
is one of two Mainstage productions, 
running July 18 to 28, with Mark Brokaw 
directing. The other Mainstage feature is 

PHOTOS BY BUCK LEWIS | VASSAR & NEW YORK STAGE AND FILM 

Vassar’s Martel Theater in the Vogelstein Center for Drama and Film will be home to three musical workshops this summer. 

Lin-Manuel Miranda’s hit 
show Hamilton got its start at 
Powerhouse Theater at Vassar.

BUCK LEWIS
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the bandaged place, written by Harrison 
David Rivers and directed by David 
Mendizábal, up June 27 through July 7. 
Both will be staged in the Powerhouse 
Theater.
 The Martel Theater in the Vogelstein 
Center for Drama and Film will be home 
to three musical workshops this summer. 
From July 5 to 7, you can catch Annie 
Salem: An American Tale, adapted from 
the novel by Mac Wellman by Tony Award 
nominee Rachel Chavkin, with music 
by Heather Christian. The Elementary 
Spacetime Show by singer/songwriter César 
Alvarez and Emily Orling follows from July 
12 to 14, directed by Sarah Benson. The 
third musical workshop, running from 
July 26 to 28, will be Goddess, conceived 
and directed by Saheem Ali and written 
by Jocelyn Bioh, with music and lyrics by 
Michael Thurber and Mkhululi Z. Mabija.
 The first of the summer’s two Inside 
Look play workshops runs from June 
20 to 22 at the Martel Theater: …and 
the horse you rode in on, written by Zach 
Helm and directed by Kate Whoriskey. The 
Best We Could (a family tragedy) by Emily 
Feldman, directed by Daniel Aukin, will 
be staged from July 25 to 27 at the Susan 
Stein Shiva Theater.
 Here are a few of this summer’s 
free readings of works-in-progress: 
The Notebook, based on the novel by 
Nicholas Sparks, with music and lyrics 
by Ingrid Michaelson and book by 
Bekah Brunstetter; The Excavation of 
Mary Anning by Ian August, directed by 
Sammi Cannold; Tuvalu or, The Saddest 
Song by Antoinette Nwandu, directed 
by Danya Taymor; The Paper Dreams of 
Harry Chin by Jessica Huang; Delusion by 
Proxy by Brooke Adams, directed by Ethan 
Silverman; and Sanctuary City by Martyna 
Majok, directed by Rebecca Frecknall.
 Also offering free admission: Members of 
the Powerhouse Theater Training Program 
will present William Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet (July 12-14), adapted and 
directed by Devin Kawaoka, and The 
Winter’s Tale (July 19-21), adapted and 
directed by Andrew Willis-Woodward, 
both at the Environmental Cooperative 
at the Vassar Barns. Members of the 
Training Company will present Keep Your 
Head Above Water so as Not to Sink: A 
Soundpainting Performance (July 4, 11, 
18, 25), composed and directed by Max 
Reuben, at the Frances Lehman Loeb Art 
Center, as well as workshop performances 
of From One to Another: Rites of Passage 

for our Times (July 21-22), created and 
directed by Emily Mendelsohn and 
members of the Training Company.
 For more information, and to reserve 
tickets once they go on sale, visit the 
Powerhouse Theater website at https://
powerhouse.vassar.edu/season.

– Frances Marion Platt

Opus 40 performances, 
walks & workshops

I
f you haven’t yet visited Opus 
40, sculptor Harvey Fite’s 6 ½-acre 
earthwork in High Woods, near 
the Saugerties/Woodstock bor-

der, you’ve missed one of the most ex-
traordinary attractions in the Hud-

DION OGUST

The international experimental theater Dzieci returns to Opus 40 on June 
22 and 23, presenting “the greatest (and only) East Molvanian circus in the 
world,” a Cirkus Luna! performance and workshop at 1 p.m. on Saturday and 
its visceral, innovative approach to Shakespeare’s Scottish play, Makbet, at 6 
p.m. on Sunday. 
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ExperienceIreland
Sacred Sites & Good Spirits

9-Day Luxury Tour
Aug. 26 to Sept. 4, 2019
$ 4,200 per person DBLB OCC

www.regenttoursinc.com/ireland

Regent Tours, Inc.
Wendy Rothkopf
646 286 3430
wendyr@vwti.com
Virtuoso Member

son Valley/Catskills region. This 
mesmerizing maze of stone, water and 
sky demands hands-on, feet-on explo-
ration, and also hosts a variety of in-
teresting cultural programming dur-
ing the warmer months of each year.
 Fite, one of the founders of the Fine 
Arts Department at Bard College, spent 
time restoring Mayan ruins at Copán in 
Honduras while studying Mesoamerican 
indigenous sculpture, and in the process 
learned how to do dry-key stone masonry, 
a technique that uses gravity to create 
stable stone structures without mortar. In 
1938 he purchased an abandoned quarry 
as a source for bluestone to sculpt, and 
began to position some of his larger pieces 
in that outdoor setting. Moving stone 
slabs around to showcase his statuary, he 
gradually discovered that the quarry itself 
was the sculpture that was to become his 
life’s work.
 Calling it Opus 40 on the assumption 

that it would take him 40 years to 
complete, Fite perished in a tractor 
accident while maintaining the site, 37 
years into the wall-building process. 

Ironically, he was using gas-powered 
machinery only to control vegetation from 
overtaking his creation. His masonry work 
was done with traditional hand tools, 
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339-7229

www.theapplebinfarmmarket.com

Homegrown seasonal fruits and veggies,  
pies, gift items, local products...

breakfast sandwiches, Thumanns deli, cider donuts,  
coffee, gluten free items...And more!

CLOSED 
TUESDAYS

The New Corn Crib Greenhouse

�

Open Every Day!Opennn Evveerryy DDaay
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HEATHER RIDGE FARM

Farm & Table
Fiercely local food served on the farm

with Catskill mountain views 

Cafe & Farm Store open Sat-Sun 11am-3pm
Lunch/Brunch menu•Fried Chicken Nights

Supper Club•Catering•Animal Welfare Approved 
Grassfed Meats•Pastured Poultry•CSA

989 Broome Center Rd
Preston Hollow, NY 518-239-6234

heather-ridge-farm.com Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Homegrown!

Strawberries, 
Kale & Lettuces!

Coming July/August:

Our Famous Sweet Corn  

fresh picked every morning! Plus 20+ 

varieties of Homegrown Heirloom & 

Traditional Tomatoes, Peppers, Melons 

& so much more, fresh picked daily!

Bakery: Cider Donuts, Pies....

Jane's Homemade Ice Cream

Specialty Foods & Beautiful Gift Items

Join us in October for Fall Harvest Fun!
Pick Your Own Pumpkins, 
Corn Maze & Hay Rides!

Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Farm fresh

many examples of which are on display 
in the Quarryman’s Museum that you can 
visit on the Opus 40 site.
 Fite’s monumental legacy is a wonderland 
of paths and ramps and steps, plazas and 
fountains and pools, spiraling upward in the 
center to a nine-ton monolith and melding 
at its rear edges back into the earth, still 

recognizably a working quarry. At its deepest 
points – pathways carved 16 feet below the 
surface of the surrounding ground – you will 
find respite from the heat on the sultriest 
summer day. Sit still enough beside one of 
its placid pools, made to reflect the sculptures 
perched on its rim, and a dragonfly might 
alight on you. It’s a thoroughly magical place.

 During its summer season, Opus 40 is 
open to visitors from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Thursdays through Sundays. Admission 
costs  $10 for adults, $7 for seniors 
and $3 for children aged 7 and up. Leave 
your pets at home, but do bring a picnic. 
There are lovely lawns on the house side of 
the earthwork, and 55 acres of forest and 
meadow surrounding it, laced with nature 
trails.
 Opus 40 is an unparalleled outdoor 
performance space. The international 
experimental theater Dzieci returns on 
June 22 and 23, presenting “the greatest 
(and only) East Molvanian circus in the 
world,” a Cirkus Luna! performance 
and workshop at 1 p.m. on Saturday 
and its visceral, innovative approach to 
Shakespeare’s Scottish play, Makbet, at 
6 p.m. on Sunday. Both Dzieci Theater 
shows and the workshop involve lots of 
moving on and around the sculpture. 
Tickets cost $20 for Cirkus Luna! 
including the workshop afterwards, $30 
in advance at $40 at the door for Makbet.
 Opus 40 hosts the annual Psychic Fair 
on Sunday, July 14. On Saturday, July 27 
at 2 p.m., the Centenary Stage Company 
will perform the Andrew Lloyd Webber/Tim 
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Tickets and sponsorships are available 

at CommunityFoundationsHV.org/

GardenParty or call 845.452.3077

You’re invited to the 

Join our 50th anniversary celebration on  

Sunday, September 22nd, from 2 – 5 pm at the  

Mashomack Preserve in Pine Plains.

This signature event ‘From Founders to the Future’ will honor five  
decades of our work to improve the community, together. Featuring locally 

sourced food, beverages and more – it will be an event to remember.

 Proceeds are invested back into the community,  
and have resulted in more than $1.3 million in grants.

Community Foundations of the  
Hudson Valley Garden Party!

Rice rock opera Jesus Christ Superstar. Tickets 
cost $35 in advance, $50 at the door. A Dance 
Party and Barbecue wind up the outdoor 
performance season on Saturday, August 31.
 Saturday Art Walk Workshops go on 

throughout the summer at Opus 40, each 
running for five hours – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – 
and beginning with a light breakfast at the 
Quarryman’s Museum Gallery. A walk on 
and around the sculpture is a part of each 

class, followed by a picnic lunch at the end. 
Faheem Haider will conduct a Drawing 
Workshop on June 15, Laura Hinton a 
Poetry Workshop on July 13; and China 
Jorrin a Photography Workshop on August 
17. Workshop fees are $60 each, $100 for 
two, $120 for all three.
 New works by both Haider and Jorrin 
will be shown in the museum’s Fite Gallery 
this season, along with the photography 
of Nicholas Kahn and Richard Selesnick. 
Exhibition opening dates and artist talks 
will be announced on the Opus 40 website 
soon: www.opus40.org/events2019. That’s 
also where you can find links to order tickets 
to any of this season’s events, or call (845) 
681-9352. Opus 40 is located at 50 Fite 
Road, just off Glasco Turnpike in Saugerties.

– Frances Marion Platt

“Madness in 
Vegetables” at Dorsky 

T
he Samuel Dorsky Mu-
seum of Art at SUNY-New 
Paltz announces the opening 
of the 2019 installment of its 

Hudson Valley Artists exhibition se-
ries, featuring work by 17 regional art-
ists. The interestingly titled “Madness 
in Vegetables: Hudson Valley Artists 
2019” opens with a gallery reception 
on Saturday, June 15 in the Dorsky’s 
Alice and Horace Chandler Gallery 
and North Gallery. The exhibition 
will be on view through November 10.
 The title “Madness in Vegetables” 
references a poem by Francis Jammes, 
a French writer born in 1868, who is 
best-known for his turn away from 
the Symbolist movement and toward 
inspiration drawn from the natural 
world and a rustic life far from Parisian 
literary circles. “Madness in Vegetables: 
Hudson Valley Artists 2019” shares 
Jammes’ interest in our otherworldly 
entanglements with vegetal life and the 
endless potential for imagination that is 
found in the darkness of the underbrush 
and lightness of the overstory. Exhibiting 
artists are Bob Barry, Julie Evans, Mara 
Held, Virginia Lavado, Elisa Lendvay, 
Scott Serrano, Claudia McNulty, David 
Nyzio, Phyllis Gay Palmer, Libby Paloma, 
Lauren Piperno, Jackie Shatz, Linda 
Stillman, Jean-Marc Superville Sovak, 
Christina Tenaglia, Scrap Wrenn and 
Roberta Ziemba.
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Scott Serrano, Professor Hitchcock’s Tentacled Jelly Mellon, 2018
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“Madness in Vegetables: Hudson Valley Artists 
2019,” Saturday, June 15, Alice and Horace 
Chandler Gallery & North Gallery, Samuel 
Dorsky Museum of Art, SUNY-New Paltz, (845) 
257-3844, www.newpaltz.edu/museum

Best music videos shot 
in the Hudson Valley

T
he Hudson Valley is known 
for a great many things, among 
them its rolling hills and rock 
’n’ roll. When the two come 

together, as they have in music videos 
since at least the ’80s when the format 
first became wildly popular, the results 
are interesting. Here are four of the 
best videos shot in the Hudson Valley.
 

The B-52s: “Love Shack”
https://youtu.be/9SOryJvTAGs
 
 Though formed in Athens, Georgia in 
the mid-‘70s, retro-futuristic pop outfit 
the B-52s had their greatest commercial 
success after coming to the Hudson Valley. 

Their breakthrough album Cosmic Thing, 
released in the summer of 1989, was 
partially cut with producer Don Was at 
Dreamland Recording Studios in Hurley. 
The album’s smash single “Love Shack” 
was rumored to be inspired by a cabin in 
Georgia, but the wild party scenes in the 
video were shot in the colorful Highland 
home and studio of ceramic artists Phillip 
Mayberry and Scott Walker. The video, 
reportedly the first media appearance 
of RuPaul, was a two-time winner at the 
1990 MTV Video Music Awards, taking 
home the trophy for Best Group Video 
and Best Art Direction in a Video.
 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs: “Sacrilege”
https://youtu.be/jmRI3Ew4BvA
 
 New York City art-rock trio the Yeah 
Yeah Yeahs came up the Hudson (guitarist 
Nick Zinner studied photography at 
Bard) to film their Megaforce-directed 
video for “Sacrilege,” the lead single off 
their album, Mosquito. The chilling 
video is shot Memento-style with the plot 
unfolding in reverse, as British actress/
model Lily Cole portrays a promiscuous 
small-town woman who meets a terrible 
fate at the hands of a vigilante mob. The 
action unfolds in a number of local spots, 
perhaps most notably on Main Street in 
Rosendale, where a mask-wearing man is 
chased and shot dead. 
 
Panic! at the Disco: “LA Devotee”
 https://youtu.be/r5dNcKTcnPA
 

 Shot by director Rachel Diamond, the 
frightening clip for Panic! at the Disco’s 
2015 song “LA Devotee” opens with a cult 
abduction of a girl in a local field before 
shifting the setting to a grim Newburgh 
warehouse. It’s there where a boy, played 
by actor Noah Schnapp of the Netflix 
series Stranger Things, is brainwashed 
while strapped to a chair, a hooded figure 
stalking the room while manic images, 
including the group’s singer Brendon 
Urie, are projected against a shimmering 
screen. Like the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ clip, “LA 
Devotee” is less a sunny travelogue to the 
region than proof that cinematic major-
label videos can be created outside of a 
traditional big-city soundstage.
 

Simple Minds: “Alive and Kicking”
https://youtu.be/ljIQo1OHkTI
 
 Glaswegian post-punk group Simple 
Minds’ 1985 single, “Don’t You (Forget 
about Me)” from the John Hughes film 
The Breakfast Club, propelled them to the 
top of the charts around the world. The 
group would maintain their popularity 
with their breakthrough album Once 

British actress/model Lily Cole portrays a promiscuous small-town woman who meets a terrible fate at the hands 
of a vigilante mob in the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ video “Sacrilege,” fi lmed in Rosendale.
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upon a Time, which saw Simple Minds 
become enamored with the Hudson Valley 
during its mixing at the former Bearsville 
Studios. The program for their worldwide 
tour featured photos of the band shot 
throughout the area, including Opus 40. 
And the video for “Alive and Kicking,” the 
lead single off Once upon a Time, was shot 
by Academy Award-winning director 
Zbigniew Rybczynski in the North/South 
Lake area of the Catskill Forest Preserve. 
Simple Minds are seen performing at the 
edge of a cliff with a vast tree-filled valley 
below them. Perhaps more than any other 
video shot in the Hudson Valley, “Alive 
and Kicking” brings the full impact of the 
region’s natural beauty to the small screen.

– Crispin Kott

Make way for the red eft

O
ne of the Hudson Valley’s 
most striking inhabitants 
will begin to make its pres-
ence vividly known as sum-

mer progresses: the creature widely 
known as the red eft. Hikers can hardly 
miss them along forested paths, their 
brilliant reddish-orange skin glowing 
as luridly as neon against the leaf litter. 
It’s tough to resist the urge to pick up 
these not-too-shy amphibians, whose 
bodies, one to three inches in length, 
are arguably the natural world’s clos-
est visual approximation of Gummies.
 You shouldn’t, though, tempting 
though it may be. It’s not good for the 
little critters: Human handling damages 
their skin’s protective mucus covering, 
leaving the animal exposed to attack by 
bacteria and other pathogens. That skin 
also exudes a toxin that deters predators, 
which partially explains the eft’s casual 
aplomb in taking a public stroll. It’s 
not lethal to humans, like a poison dart 
frog, but can cause inflammation if, say, 
children get some on their hands and then 
rub their eyes.
 Many who encounter efts in the woods 
are also tempted to bring one home for a 
pet. This also isn’t a good idea, according 
to experts, unless you have plenty of 
experience keeping amphibians. For one 
thing, red efts are prone to dehydration 
and won’t thrive for long in a room with 
a temperature over 72 degrees. They also 
won’t eat commercial newt food; they 
require a highly varied diet comprised of 
tiny invertebrates such as flightless fruit 

flies, ten-day-old crickets, springtails, 
bean beetle larvae and sowbugs (available 
from online dealers), plus termites, 
millipedes, tiny earthworms, beetles and 
other small leaf-litter invertebrates for 
variety. The fire salamander (Salamandra 

salamandra), which you can purchase in 
a pet store, is a much more appropriate 
starter amphibian.
 Some may be surprised to hear that 
a “red eft” isn’t a separate species: It’s 
actually the intermediate growth phase 
of the Eastern newt (Notophthalmus 
viridescens) – and the only part of its 
life cycle when that creature is bright 
orange. Born in water, the larvae are 
olive-green with feathery gills, and don’t 
develop lungs until they transform into 
efts and become temporarily terrestrial. 
Upon reaching the three-to-five-inch-long 

newt phase, they return to the water once 
again. Their rough skin turns smooth and 
their rounded tail flattens (vertically) for 
better propulsion underwater. And at 
maturity, their color pattern is greenish 
once again, with small black dots scattered 

on the back and a row of black-bordered 
reddish-orange spots on each side.
 But unless you go exploring with 
an aquarium net to fish up specimens 
from ponds, pools and streams, the 
only Eastern newt you’re very likely to 
meet face-to-face is the red eft. Say hi, 
and admire their undeniable cuteness; 
but then, let them go on their way 
unmolested. To learn more, visit www.
dec.ny.gov/animals/67022.html. And 
if you’d like to help the efts survive 
their seasonal overland migration, by 
becoming a volunteer with the Amphibian 

Some may be surprised to hear that a “red eft” isn’t a separate 
species: It’s actually the intermediate growth phase of the Eastern newt 
(Notophthalmus viridescens) – and the only part of its life cycle when that 
creature is bright orange. 

Human handling damages their skin’s protective 
mucus covering, leaving the animal exposed to attack 
by bacteria and other pathogens. That skin also 
exudes a toxin that deters predators, which partially 
explains the eft’s casual aplomb in taking a public stroll.
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Migrations and Road Crossings Project, 
e-mail woodlandpool@dec.ny.gov 
or visit http://on.ny.gov/1iDfCFh.

Snappers on the move

S
napping turtle time is 
here! New York’s official 
state reptile, Chelydra ser-
pentina, is on the move, af-

ter spending the winter snoozing in 
the mud with only its eyes and nostrils 
unburied. These omnivores are most-
ly aquatic, so if you see one out of the 
water, it’s likely a female searching for 
a good site to scrape out a nest. June 
and July are their peak nesting time.
 Helping slow-moving turtles cross roads 
safely is the sort of Good Samaritan task 
that can make a person’s day, if you can 
spare the time to stop your car and scoot 
the critter more quickly to its apparent 
destination. Most of us would think twice 
or thrice about doing that for a snapper, 
though. Their digging claws are long 
and sharp, and their powerful beaks and 
strong jaws can inflict serious damage on 
a human hand. And they are aggressive 
when they feel threatened – considerably 
more so on land than in water, in fact.
 There’s a survival reason for their testy 

tempers: The plastron or underside shell 
of a snapping turtle doesn’t cover all of its 
abdomen, leaving plenty of room around 
the legs for swimming movements. There 

are thus soft parts exposed that make the 
animal vulnerable to any large predator 
that managed to grab onto it. So the 
snapper, if approached, bites first and 

PAUL VANDERWERF

There’s a survival reason for their testy tempers: The plastron or 
underside shell of a snapping turtle doesn’t cover all of its abdomen, 
leaving plenty of room around the legs for swimming movements. There 
are thus soft parts exposed that make the animal vulnerable to any large 
predator that managed to grab onto it. 
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Memorial Day Weekend to September 30

WHY NOT TUBE THE ESOPUS?

asks questions later. As a result, once it 
reaches adulthood, most other beasties 
will leave it alone to live out its 30-to-40-
year lifespan in peace. Some specimens 
studied in Ontario were estimated to be 
more than a century old.
 How do you know if that turtle in need 
of an assist across the asphalt is a kind 
that’s safe to handle? Well, snappers are 
tough to confuse with any others of our 
native turtles. They’re one of the largest 
and heaviest turtles in North America, 
with adults’ shells averaging eight to 20 
inches in length, and weighing ten to 35 
pounds. One wild specimen was reported 
to weigh an astounding 75 pounds.
 The snapping turtle’s upper shell is 
usually dark brown or black, with three 
keels or ridges running from front to back 
and a “toothed” rear edge. It’s neither as 

flat as a painted or map turtle nor as 
highly domed as a box turtle. But it’s most 
readily identifiable by its large hooked 
beak – considerably more impressive 
than those of other native turtle species 
– and by the long, dragonlike tail and 
extendible neck that put the serpentina
in its binomial nomenclature.
 So, let’s say you’ve spotted a determined 
mama snapper crossing a road in search of 
a safe place to lay its eggs. You don’t want 
to touch her and lose a few fingers, but 
you don’t want to see her get squashed by 
a car, either. There are actually some safe 
ways to lift them. Not by the tail, though, 
no matter what old wives’ tales you may 
have heard encouraging that approach: 

It’s a good way to break the turtle’s spine 
and condemn it to a slow death. Nor 
do you want to provoke the turtle into 
chomping onto a stick and using that as 
a handle to drag it across the street. The 
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scraping to its plastron could also do fatal 
damage.
 Probably the safest method for both 
parties is to lay one of the front-seat 
floormats from your car in front of the 
turtle and use a long stick to prod it gently 
to move forward onto the mat. Then you 
can grab the other end of the mat – well 
away from that angry beak – and give the 
creature a magic carpet ride.
 It is also possible to carry a snapping 

turtle safely with your hands, if you dare: 
Approaching the animal from the rear, 
there’s some room for your fingers to 
grasp it under the edge of the upper shell 
above the rear legs. One hand can then 
go under the plastron to help support the 
animal’s weight. You can see this approach 
demonstrated in a YouTube video at www.
youtube.com/watch?v=jyS7dqNku1U. 
The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation has its 

own YouTube channel, where you 
can learn more about the common 
snapping turtle at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LAJ4vczYNfI.
 Then again, you might simply want to 
stand in the road like a crossing guard 
and practice your best traffic-calming 
gestures on approaching motorists until 
Mama Snapper finishes ambling across 
at her own pace.

– Frances Marion Platt

Rhinebeck Crafts 
Festival at Dutchess 
Fairgrounds

Some 200 of America’s best independent 
artists and craftspeople from over 20 
states are coming together at the Dutchess 
Fairgrounds for the seventh annual 
Rhinebeck Crafts Festival on the weekend 
of June 22 and 23. This celebration of all 
things handmade features contemporary 
crafts and art, gourmet specialty 
foods, tastings from Hudson Valley 
distilleries and wineries, interactive craft 
demonstrations and family activities. 
Jewelry, apparel and accessories, furniture 
and home décor pieces, functional and 
sculptural works in ceramics, glass, metal, 
wood and mixed media, fine art painting, 
printmaking, drawing and photography 
will all be available for your perusal and 
purchase.
 Show hours are from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 22 and from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 23. General 
admission costs $10, seniors (62+) $9, 
children 6 to 16 are $4 and children under 
6 free. Parking is free and ample at the 
Dutchess County Fairgrounds, located at 
6636 Spring Brook Avenue (Route 9) in 
Rhinebeck.

Rhinebeck Craft s Festival, Saturday/Sunday, 
June 22/23, 10 a.m.-6/5 p.m., $10/$9/$4, 
Dutchess County Fairgrounds, 550 Spring 
Brook Ave. (Rte. 9), Rhinebeck

Grey Fox Bluegrass 
Festival

One of the premier American bluegrass 
events, the Grey Fox extravaganza 
returns to its traditional digs on the 
Walsh farm in Oak Hill on the weekend 
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of July 18 through 21. With a lineup that 
is, as usual, eclectic and inclusive of the 
many parallel traditions in bluegrass 
and folk, Grey Fox still manages to keep 
it pretty pure. This year’s headliners 
include the Dry Branch Fire Squad 
(host band, sets each day), Billy Strings 
(artists-in-residence) and a variety 
of contemporary roots luminaries 
including the Del McCoury Band, 
guitar virtuoso Tommy Emmanuel, I’m 
with Her, the Steep Canyon Rangers, 
Mandolin Orange, the Jeff Austin Band 
and countless others. Full festival passes 
with camping go for $235, day passes for 
$80 Thursday through Saturday. For the 
full lineup, all ticket options and a list 
of vendors, visit the Grey Fox website.

Grey Fox Festival, Th ursday-Sunday, July 18-
21, Walsh Farm, 1 Poultney Rd. (off  County 
Route 22), Oak Hill, https://greyfoxbluegrass.
com

Adam Sandler 
at Bethel Woods

One of the generation-defining comedic 

actors of his generation, Adam Sandler 
has climbed every entertainment industry 
mountain without ever losing that “just 
some dude you know” vibe. Almost all 
performers who got their start at the 
grind of standup feel driven to return to 
it from time to time, to reearn their stripes 
and relate to a live audience. Not many, 
however, play venues like Bethel Woods 
when they do. Sandler’s 2018 100 Percent 
Fresh Netflix live set was his first return to 

standup in 20 years. Now he is out on the 
road with the 100 Percent Fresher tour, 
which makes a stop at Bethel Woods on 
Saturday, June 23. Ticket prices range 
from around $49 for the lawn up to well 
over $200 for really, really good seats.

Adam Sandler, Saturday, June 23, 8 p.m., 
$49+, Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, 200 
Hurd Rd., Bethel, (866) 781-2922, www.
bethelwoodscenter.org
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Kids camps & education The sneeze season

J
une is such a glorious time of 
year in the garden, with plants 
thoroughly leafed out yet still 
showing the exuberance of 

spring growth. Yet even on the clearest 
sunny day (and especially on that kind of 
day), a dark cloud hangs overhead: hay 
fever – literally from hay, that is, grass-
es; and nonliterally, from tree pollen.
 Every year the small white blossoms 
opening on multiflora roses signal that 
sneeze season is on. That’s why this late-
spring allergy season is sometimes called 
“rose fever.” Rose is not the culprit; it’s just 
an easy-to-note phenological indicator 
of the progress of the season. Each plant 
awakens and starts its growth cycle in spring 
in response to a set accumulation of warm 
weather. Multiflora rose sends out a signal 
that the culprits are at work.
 Multiflora rose puts on its show to attract 
pollinators, such as bees, which transfer 
pollen from one plant to the next. Hay 
fever is from airborne pollen blown about by 
wind, so the flowers of these allergen plants 
have no need to attract insect pollinators. 
The non-showy culprits this time of year 
are grasses and oaks.
 As with many other plant-related events, 
climate change is also leaving its mark on 
allergy seasons. Here in the Northeast, the 
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effect has been for the season to start earlier, 
with a more intense peak. You would think 
that my multiflora rose indicator plants 
would keep pace with climate changes, 
but my records, dating back for decades, 
indicates otherwise. (Day length, which 
doesn’t change from year to year, is also 
sometimes a driver of plant or animal 
development through the season, and it 
can interact with temperature.)
 No matter; I didn’t have to see a blooming 
multiflora rose the other day to know that 
my hay fever season was in full swing.

 To at least make this allergy season 
more interesting, I thought I would look 
more closely at nearby flora and try to 
identify the specific culprit or culprits. I 
can start by looking no further than the 
grassy meadow that comes to an abrupt 

stop at the close-shorn lawn only about 
50 feet to the south of my home.
 With their small, non-showy flowers, 
grass species are generally not easily 

identified. But I can narrow the field, 
figuratively, by species that are common in 
the Northeast and that I see now blooming 
in the meadow. The lineup, then, includes 
Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis), sweet 
vernal grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum) 
and orchard grass (Dactylis glomerata).
 According to the 1937 USDA Yearbook 
of Agriculture, most grasses bloom “most 
abundantly in early morning,” with a 
secondary flowering period for many of 
them in the afternoon. The bloom period 
might be delayed and prolonged in cloudy 
weather.
 Although rain washes pollen out of 
the air, thunderstorms are another story. 
Thunderstorms are usually accompanied 
by winds, which lift and blow pollen 
about, and the electrical charges induced 
by lightning add yet another layer of 
discomfort to the mix.
 I just went out to the meadow to jiggle 
some seedheads of the culpable grasses. 
The pollen is heavy enough to travel only 
a few feet, even in a breeze.
 Tree pollen is lighter than grass pollen 
and launches from greater heights. So 
I’m adding oak to the lineup. The two 
oaks most common around here are red 
oak (Quercus rubra) and pin oak (Q. 
palustris), with red oak, because of its 
bloom time, being most culpable.
 So there you have it: three grasses and 
an oak. They’re all nice plants, attractive 
and decorative – and, in the case of sweet 
vernal grass, also fragrant. If only they…
or if only I…
 I have my eye out for the flowering of 
catalpa trees and mountain laurel shrubs 
this time of year. Flowering of either of 
these plants is a signal that relief is in sight 
– that my hay fever season is over for the 
year. Again, these plants aren’t spilling 
any magical anti-hay fever concoctions 

DION OGUST

Although rain washes pollen out of the air, thunderstorms are another 
story. Thunderstorms are usually accompanied by winds, which lift and 
blow pollen about, and the electrical charges induced by lightning add yet 
another layer of discomfort to the mix.
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into the air; they are merely phenological 
indicators of what’s happening with other, 
less conspicuous flora and fauna.

– Lee Reich

Any gardening questions? E-mail them to 
me at garden@leereich.com. Come visit my 
garden at www.leereich.com/blog.

Saugerties artist 
explores the tarot 
traditions

S
augerties artist, scholar 

and illustrator of the Alchemi-
cal Tarot, Robert M. Place, 
first encountered the tarot 

through his girlfriend at Montclair State 
University in New Jersey. His interest in 
occult history led him to study antique 
decks like the Tarot Marseille, of which 
he attempted to paint his own version 
on cardboard – “before I realized that, 
‘Gee, this is a lot of work,’” the artist 
says. He simultaneously pursued sacred 
art, painting icons and medieval reli-
gious imagery, and spending time each 
summer visiting a Russian friend of his 
at Holy Trinity Monastery in Jordan-
ville, New York. “I’m drawn to the mys-
tical aspects of the work,” he explains. 
“But I don’t fit into organized religion.”
 In the subsequent years, Place briefly 
taught art in grammar school before 
opening a custom jewelry business and 
working in sculpture and illustration. 
While he maintained an interest 
in mysticism, it remained a largely 
intellectual pursuit – until the tarot 
returned to him, that is.
 It was the summer of 1982, and Place 
was inside of a dream when a phone rang 
– a contact from an entirely different 
dream. “It was a woman who said I had 
a call from England, and she put me on 
with a secretary from a dream law firm, 
who I said I had an inheritance coming. 
And that was the Waite-Smith Tarot.” He 
is referring to the deck, also known as 
the Rider-Waite, whose illustrations by 
Pamela Colman Smith have become the 
classic tarot imagery since its publication 
in 1909. If you can think of a depiction of 
the Fool or the Hanged Man, you are most 
likely thinking of Colman Smith’s indelible 
Art Nouveau-inspired artwork.
 This might have remained a dream, had 
it not been followed by what Place calls 

“a series of weird, synchronistic events.” 
Several days later, a friend came over 
with the Waite-Smith deck, which he 
recognized from the dream. The next, 
another friend dropped by to hand him 
a copy of the 17th-century Tarot Marseille 

that he no longer needed. He began to 
read up on the hermetic, gnostic and 
Neoplatonic origins of tarot until, as 
he describes in his book Alchemy and 
the Tarot, his research “had become 
noticeably excessive to my wife and 

The Hermit card from Robert M. Place’s Alchemical Tarot
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friends – and to myself.”
 This search led him through many 
books on the tarot that, in his opinion, 
simply didn’t make any sense. They 
ascribed the tarot’s seemingly occult 
origins from places like ancient Egypt, or 
examined it purely on intuition, leaving 
Place unsatisfied. But, one day in 1987, 
he was struck by a singular insight into 
the tarot and its history. While reading 
a book on alchemy, it occurred to Place 
that the imagery of both stories was 
linked in the World card, whose design 
mirrored that of a popular hieroglyph 
of the Philosopher’s Stone, key to all 
alchemical transformation. “The tarot 
was created by artists,” he explains, “when 
the ideas of alchemy were prevalent.” He 
likens it to the prevalence of psychological 
terminology in the popular consciousness. 
“They weren’t all alchemists, but they 
incorporated all of it into the tarot.”
 In response to this insight, he created 

the deck that made him 
famous: the Alchemical 
Tarot. Inspired by the 
Waite-Smith deck, 
and with imagery 
taken from alchemy, 
Jungian psychology 
and contemporary 
artists from 14th-
century Renaissance 
Italy, it was published 
in 1995 by the UK 
Branch of Harper-
Collins, along with 
The Mystical Tarot, 
a book that Place co-
authored with occultist 
Rosemary Ellen Guiley. 
Around this time, Place 
and his wife relocated 
to Saugerties.
 Though he has created 
a number of new 
decks, the Alchemical 
Tarot has proven to 
be his most popular. 
It is currently in 
its fourth printing 
from Place’s own 
Hermes Publications, 
through which he has 
distributed sets as 
diverse as the Angels 
Tarot, the Tarot of the 
Saints and the Vampire 
Tarot. It led him into a 
new career of writing 

and lecturing on tarot, alchemy and 
mysticism, and around 2000 he gave up 
his jewelry business to devote himself to 
it full-time.
 Place believes that his decks are defined 
by their combination of insight and 
aesthetics, and that this has led to their 
staying power. His decisions are based on 
extensive research. “The art,” he stresses, 
“isn’t just frills.” He cites pre-Raphaelite 
Renaissance artists who believed that 
beauty contained religious meaning. 
“Aesthetic truth is a mystical truth, and 
it’s probably more important than all of 
the scholarship.”
 Every deck that Place designs comes 
with its own book. “If you look at most 
books about the tarot,” he says, “they’re 
just making stuff up about what it means 
to them.” Place believes that his research 
sets him apart, and in conversation he 
is a font of knowledge. He has authored 

12 books to date, from proper divination 
techniques to art history to monographs 
on astrology, shamanism and alchemy.
 He has further fused this breadth of 
interest – in alchemy, mysticism, history 
and literature – in his subsequent decks. 
His Buddha Tarot uses the apotheosis 
of Siddhartha as a means of describing 
the same alchemical rarefication, while 
his Vampire Tarot relates the Dracula 
story to the roots of the Arthurian Grail 
stories. His most recent deck, the Ukiyo-e 
Lenormand, is derived from Shinto and 
features Japanese woodcut-inspired 
illustrations. While the initial ideas tend 
to arrive in dreams, he fleshes them out 
with deep research that he hopes will shed 
light on the shared roots of seemingly 
disparate ideas. “These connections really 
blow people’s minds,” says Place. “They 
just don’t see it.”
 Place has traveled the world teaching 
classes on these and other subjects, so 
that those interested can come to see 
these seemingly disparate connections. 
He taught at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and the New York Open Center 
this spring and is planning a 2019 Tarot 
Tour of France based around the Tarot 
Marseille. But it isn’t purely academic. 
The wisdom of the tarot, he says, lies not 
in its ability to predict the future, but in 
how it can inform our choices and thus 
better that future. “It’s advice from inner 
wisdom,” he says, “from your intuition.”

– Rob Rubsam

For more information about tarot artist/
scholar Robert M. Place, visit www.robertm-
placetarot.com

The swami 
and Stone Ridge

E
ven for 

o l d e r 

A m e r i -
cans, it’s 

tough to remember 
times when Hindu-
ism and its various 
offshoots didn’t yet 
claim many follow-
ers in the New World. The popularity of 
Eastern religions and meditation practic-
es in the West certainly boomed as a re-
sult of the Beatles’ embrace of the Maha-
rishi Mahesh Yogi in the 1960s. But even 

The Temperance card in Robert M. Place’s Tarot of 
the Sevenfold Mystery
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before that, most Americans had at least 
some remote notion of what a yogi was, if 
only from seeing cartoons of skinny men 
in turbans lying on a bed of nails. And it’s 
now common knowledge that the Amer-
ican Transcendentalist writers of the 
first half of the 19th century – Emerson, 
Thoreau, the Alcotts, Margaret Fuller, 
Dickinson, Whitman – were profoundly 
influenced by their readings of the Ve-
das and other classical Hindu writings.
 So it’s enlightening (if such a spiritually 
loaded word may be used so lightly) to 
discover that it took a Parliament of the 
World’s Religions, staged as part of the 
1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago, to make Hinduism a household 
word in America, and its practitioners 
seen as admirable rather than alien 
and threatening. The universally 
acknowledged rock star of that gathering 
of international spiritual leaders was a 
charismatic Bengali monk called Swami 
Vivekananda (1863-1902), who electrified 
the assemblage and the national press 
with his soaring oratory and his message 
of “tolerance and universal acceptance.” 
The New York Herald wrote of his speech 
there, “Vivekananda is undoubtedly 
the greatest figure in the Parliament of 
Religions. After hearing him we feel how 
foolish it is to send missionaries to this 
learned nation.”
 Born Narendra Nath Datta, Vivekananda 
was by all accounts a brilliant youth with a 
steel-trap memory who studied Western 
philosophy and science as well as Eastern 
philosophy. His religious career started 
out in the Brahmo sect, which rejected 
polytheism in favor of a “formless” deity. 
But then he fell under the spell of the 
great 19th-century mystic Ramakrishna, 
who revived the Vedanta tradition and 
is regarded in modern India as a saint. 
He went on to become Ramakrishna’s 
chief disciple. Both Ramakrishna and 
Vivekananda regarded the Divine Mother 
as the deepest expression of godhood and 
service to humankind as the truest form 
of service to the divine; argued for the 
elimination of the caste system in India; 
and taught that all religions are legitimate 
paths to the same spiritual goal.
 Vivekananda’s teachings about social 
justice are widely seen as having helped to 
inspire the Indian people to rise up against 
British Colonial rule and reclaim their 
national identity. His ideas influenced 
such luminaries as Gandhi, Chandra Bose, 
Sri Aurobindo and Rabindranath Tagore. 

(Above) Ridgely Manor, circa 1900; (previous page) Swami Vivekananda

In India today, he remains a hero of the 
first order: Airports and universities are 
named after him, National Youth Day 
is celebrated on his birthday and World 
Brotherhood Day on the anniversary of 
his famous speech to the Parliament of 
World Religions.
 By the time he made his first trip to 
America in 1893 to represent the Hindu way 
at the Parliament, Vivekananda’s message 
was already attracting many devotees from 
Western countries. (The fact that he greatly 
admired Jesus Christ and did not regard it 
as necessary for his followers to renounce 
Christianity may have accounted for a large 
part of his broad appeal to Europeans 
and Americans.) Two of these disciples 
were Francis Leggett and his wife, Besse 
MacLeod Sturges (Betty) Leggett, of Stone 
Ridge; locals will recognize their name 
from the road – one of the most scenic in 
Ulster County – on which they lived on the 
outskirts of that town.
 Whenever Vivekananda went on one of 
his exhausting lecture tours in the US, the 
Leggetts would offer their guru the use of 
their home, Ridgely Manor, as a country 
refuge for a period of rest and quiet. 
In the late summer of 1899 – less than 
three years before his death and already 
suffering from several chronic illnesses – 
Vivekananda kicked off his final tour to 
establish Vedanta Society chapters and 
an ashram in America with a ten-week 
retreat at Ridgely.
 Accounts of that extended stay in Stone 
Ridge, “the Great Summer,” collected 
from letters and diaries of members 
of the Leggetts’ social circle and other 
admirers of Vivekananda, were published 
in a six-volume biography titled Swami 
Vivekananda in the West: New Discoveries 

by Marie Louise Burke, a/k/a Sister Gargi. 
You can read fascinating excerpts on the 
website of what is now called Vivekananda 
Retreat Ridgely, recounting how the busy 
swami spent his downtime: writing poetry, 
playing with small children, learning to 
draw and to speak French, taking walks 
on the grounds and carriage rides up 
to Mohonk, trying his hand at golf and 
generally captivating all who visited with 
his wisdom and eloquence. “It was all 
harmony and joy at Ridgely that summer,” 
Burke writes.
 Among the last generations of the 
Leggett clan to occupy Ridgely was Betty 
Leggett’s grandson by her first marriage, 
Paul Sturges, who was renowned 
locally as the inventor of an innovative 
heat exchanger for woodstoves and an 
early advocate for alternative energy 
technologies like wind farms. Sturges died 
in 1984, and in 1997 the estate was sold 
to the trustees of the Ramakrishna Math 
in India: the monastery that the young 
Vivekananda had founded to carry on his 
guru’s work and the original home of what 
became known worldwide as the Vedanta 
Society.
 Today Ridgely functions as a retreat 
center for “spiritual seekers” of all 
persuasions, though the emphasis is 
still on the Vedanta school of meditative 
practice.
 Vivekananda Retreat Ridgely is located 
at 101 Leggett Road, between Route 
209 and Lucas Turnpike, just south of 
the SUNY-Ulster campus. For more 
information on the history of Ridgely 
Manor and its most famous guest, visit 
https://ridgely.org.

– Frances Marion Platt
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Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and backed 
by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.


